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School Roll and Primary 1 Intake Aug 15 

We currently have 640 children and a waiting list at some stages. This year we anticipate 

having 90 children in Primary 1 – 2 classes of 25 and 2 classes of 20 sharing a classroom. I 

expect to receive confirmation of numbers and class organisation from CEC, Pupil Placement 

Department and should there be significant change I will discuss with the Parent Council.  

Staffing 

Vivienne Johnson, class teacher at Sciennes for 19 years left in December. Daryl Gladstone 

was appointed permanent class teacher and joined school at the beginning of term. She will 

teach P4c for the remainder of this session. 

Finance 

We are aware that the City of Edinburgh Council is facing significant challenge and in recent 

years there has been a desire to protect schools. Information is to be shared with 

Headteachers today and I will provide up-date at meeting.  

Parent Council Treasurer 

Very grateful thanks to Claire Marshall for her support and skills as Treasurer to the Parent 

Council / PTA / Fundraising and Events. We valued and appreciated her contribution and 

professional skills and abilities (and of course her time) over a number of years. 

Property 

Stonework repairs - Scaffolding has now been erected at the back of the school and the 

work is anticipated to take a number of months. Work on the front of the building is likely to 

begin in June. 

P1-P3 Free School Meals 

The plans for our additional dininghall are progressing and there will be an opportunity for 

families to see proposals in the near future. I will share details as soon as we receive 

information from the Council. 

There has been very good up-take and in order to accommodate the increase in numbers 

we have altered the P1 lunch to 11.50 am – 12.35pm. We monitored waiting time for P4-P7 

in week 1 and have introduced a rota to reduce queuing and provide the children with time 

to play. We will continue to review.  

Playground 



I am aware that the agenda for the meeting will provide opportunity to discuss and share 

information. However I would like to record my sincere thanks and great appreciation and 

admiration to the Triathlon Dads. What a magnificent achievement! It was wonderful to see 

such support from families on the day and the amount raised reflects enormous 

encouragement and generosity from family, friends, colleagues and community. What an 

inspiration!  

School Streets Consultation 

We are delighted to be part of the scheme and I would like to record my very grateful 

thanks to the members of the Playground Improvement Group and the Parent Council for 

their valuable support. I believe the support from families was a factor in the school being 

selected. 

A drop in session has been organised on Thursday 15
th

 January between 3.30pm – 7pm in 

the school hall and Council Officers will be available to answer questions. We will provide 

more detail to all parents on how to share their views on the proposals. I do hope we can 

encourage families to contribute to this process.  

Events / Visits / Visitors 

We encourage our children to develop their writing by using WOW words. I am not sure I 

could find enough to describe the Parent Council Christmas Fair and the many activities and 

events the children participated in during December. There is a flavour of the life and work 

of the school on the website.  

I am looking forward to working closely with members of the Parent Council to plan a 

celebration of music at the Queen’s Hall and would welcome interest from parents / carers 

to plan this wonderful opportunity. 

My heartfelt thanks to all the members of the Parent Council for your tremendous support 

and encouragement in 2014 and Very Best Wishes for 2015. 

ALISON NOBLE  

 


