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Sciennes Parent Council Meeting 
Thursday 23 April at 19.00 

Room 16, Sciennes Primary School 
 

Attendees: 
Claire Wheeler (Chair) 
Aileen Nimmo (Fundraising and Events Convener) 
Angela Christie (Sciennes Business Manager) 
Claire Marshall (Parent) 
Fiona Anthony (Clerk) 
Tanya Boughtflower (Communications Group, Fundraising and Events Group) 
Fiona Denvir  (Clubs co-ordinator Co-convener) 
Kristel Torokoff  (Vice Chair) 
Alison Noble (Head Teacher) 
Dominic Rizi (Parent) 
Charlotte Herthelius (Parent) 
Jack Cadell (Sciennes Playground Improvement Group) 
LeeAnne Boyle (Co-treasurer) 
Cathy McCormack (Treasurer) 
Kasia Wiszniewska (Parent) 
Pedro Barreira (Parent) 
 
1. Welcome and apologies 
 
Claire Wheeler opened the meeting by welcoming all present. 
 
Apologies were heard from: 
Jacqui Wright 
Phoebe Cochrane 
LJ Stewart 
Mary Ross 
Lucy Gallagher 
Bethan McEwan 
Bruce Crawford 
Nikki Sinclair 
 
Claire Wheeler acknowledged the successful Sports Scotland application.   
Alison Noble responded and highlighted how delighted the School is that the 
application for £56,000.00 of match funding was successful.  She outlined the 
background to the application and said that it has been a huge commitment 
from a number of people.  She specifically thanked the following people. 
Tanya Boughtflower 
Jack Cadell 
Ian Hogg 
Angela Christie 
 
Claire Wheeler mentioned that James Gillespie’s Primary School was also 
successful with its application. 
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2. Minutes and matters arising 

 
No amendments highlighted.  The Parent Council agreed the minutes from 
the extraordinary meeting of 31 March 2015. 
 
2.1 Fruit 

Charlotte Herthelius told the group that she is still not clear why every child is 

asked to pay a donation of up to £15 for fruit every year. There was some 

discussion around this amount and Claire Wheeler suggested that CH gather 

a list of questions and arrange a meeting with the Fruit Group and the 

School.  Angela Christie reminded the group that there is no longer free fruit 

for the junior children as the Scottish Government has withdrawn funding for 

it. 

 

ACTION:  

Charlotte Herthelius to email Alison Noble some available dates to arrange a 

meeting. This issue is to be brought back to the August 2016 Parent Council 

meeting. 

 

2.2 P1 Parent information 

Claire Wheeler outlined the background to the group.  During the year 

Catherine McCormack had worked with Depute Head Teacher (P1-P3) 

Carolyn Anstruther to draft a letter to go out from the new P1 reps. The letter 

has now been finalised.  Claire Wheeler thanked Catherine McCormack for 

her help. 

 

2.3 Music Showcase 

This is to be held on Wednesday 13 May at 7pm, Marchmont St Giles church.  

It is not a fundraiser but a small donation at the door to go towards upgrading 

and replacing musical instruments would be appreciated.  Alison Noble is to 

invite members of the Grange Association. 

There was some discussion about the costs to hire the church. £1800.00 of 

funds had been set aside by the FSS to hold the showcase at Queen’s Hall. 

As it was now being held at a considerably cheaper venue Claire Wheeler 

proposed that any costs should be covered by the FSS. 

 

ACTION: 

Claire Wheeler will raise the request for funds at the next FSS meeting. 

 

2.4 Bullying 

Claire Wheeler reminded the School that it had an action to share its 

response to bullying and to email parents.  Alison Noble told the group that 

the School was still consulting and therefore the policy was not yet in place. 

 

ACTION: 

The School to have a policy in place by the next Parent Council meeting in 

August 2016. 
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2.55 Friends of Sciennes School 

Claire Wheeler updated the group and told them that the request of funding 

from a non-School girl's football team had been referred to the FSS.  The FSS 

committee had clarified that it can make individual awards but will not be 

making any this year.  It will be discussed at the next FSS meeting. 

There was some discussion about whether there should be a capped amount 

and whether it would be better to build up a pot compared to taking it from 

Parent Council funds.  Claire Wheeler to feed back this view to the FSS. 

 

3. Open Space 

 

Charlotte Herthelius raised a concern about why the cost of the School 

residential trips are so much higher than Preston Street School (PSS) 

residentials.  It seems that at PSS the cost per child is £164 while the cost per 

child at School is nearly double.  However PSS use Dalguise outdoor centre 

compared to School which uses Benmore and Laganlia.  Angela Christie told 

the group that the School uses these two centres as they are CEC outdoor 

centres and are of an excellent standard and if they are not supported the 

CEC would close them.  There was some detailed discussion about the costs 

and Angela Christie explained that the costs of the coaches raises the costs 

but it is the CEC that runs the tender for coaches so it would not be possible 

to get coaches any cheaper elsewhere in Edinburgh.  Alison Noble said that 

this has issue has been raised before and told the group that the School is 

looking at outdoor activities such as P4 skiing.  She made it very clear that 

she does not want any child to miss out due to financial restraints.  

 

ACTION: 

Alison Noble and Angela Christie are to clarify the costs per child for the 

School residentials.  

Alison Noble is to speak to the head teacher at PSS to find out why the PSS 

costs are lower as it may be that they have funding from an alternative 

source. 

 
There was some further discussion about fundraising for families that need 
financial help with the costs of the residentials.  Claire Wheeler told the 
School that the parent community would want to be consulted if the School is 
looking at outdoor activities. 
 

4. Head Teacher 
 
Alison Noble presented her Head Teacher’s Report dated 30 October 2015 to 
the Parent Council. Please see attached Report. 
 
Points to note are as follows. 
 
Roll – 640 pupils. 
There are waiting lists in most year groups except for P7. 
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P1 2015 intake will be at 90 and there will be 4 classes. 
Rachel Ingles pupil support assistant is leaving at the end of May to join 
Police Scotland.  The School would like to wish Rachel well in her new 
venture and to thank her for her contribution to school life. 
 
There is currently a professional review underway with class teachers, looking 
at their development, etc.   
Catherine McCormack asked when would P1s be told about their new P2 
classes.  Alison Noble said that it would likely to be the end of June but might 
be able to do it earlier. 
 
Property 
Stone work repairs at the back of the school are ongoing. 
 
Finance 
Angela Christie is to make a detailed report at the AGM.   
Alison Noble believes that the CEC is getting better with information relating 
to financial budgets.  She told the group that it is becoming more challenging 
every year to make savings as savings of £17-£18,000.00 have been made 
year on year.  Claire Wheeler reported that at a Neighbourhood Meeting, 
other Parent Councils had mentioned that some of their funds were now going 
to what had previously been considered ‘core costs’ for items such as jotters. 
 
Free school meals 
The uptake of free school meals has been good but challenging.  The 
management are trying to adjust times so children do not miss out on playtime 
or have to wait for a long time for their lunch. 
Alison Noble said that Jim the chef is unwell at the moment.  Aileen Nimmo 
asked that the School pass on good wishes to Jim on behalf of everyone as 
Jim has been a great help with fundraising events that have involved using 
the kitchen.  
 
New dining hall 
This is progressing slowly.  The CEC is holding interviews for architects next 
week.  The design stage will be during the summer.  The planning process will 
involve consultation with neighbours, School, etc.  August 2016 would be a 
realistic timetable. 
 
Claire Wheeler asked if the new dining hall would be an opportunity for the 
after school club to expand.  Angela Christie said no as it is needed for PE 
space.  Alison Noble suggested that perhaps there would be opportunity for 
discussion.   
 
Minute: to revisit the possibility of the after school club being able to expand 
when new dinner hall completed. 
 
Priorities 
Alison Noble highlighted the international evening in March and how well the 
event was supported by so many families.  This reflected the ethos of diversity 
and culture within the School.  Due to Aileen Nimmo’s creativity it was a great 
evening. 
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School orchestra 
The School orchestra performed at Queen’s Hall at the end of March and she 
had received some very good feedback about the performance. 
 
The School continues to experience lots of sporting success.  Feedback from 
other schools is that the sporting attitude of Sciennes children is very good. 
 
School Streets Pilot 
There has been an objection from the Sick Kids and the CEC is negotiating 
with the Sick Kids.  The CEC is still hoping that the street closure will go 
ahead.  It is hoped that the School will know the outcome by the end of 
September. 
 

5. Finance report 
 
LeeAnne Boyle and Cathy McCormack presented the Finance Report dated 
23 April 2015.  Please see attached Finance Report. 
 
Points to note. 
 
The Parent Council is low on unrestricted funds.  The treasurers 
recommended that the account should sit at £2000.00 for August 2016.  
There was discussion about how to manage the shortage of funds in the short 
term. 
 
Minute: 
That if the FEG is able to match the £56,000.00 funding from Sports Scotland 
by the time of the summer fair then the remainder is to go into a contingency 
fund.  The treasurers shall manage the contingency fund. 
 
That if the contingency fund is at £2000.00 then any remainder can go into 
general funds.   
 

6. Subgroup updates 
 
6.1 Eco Group 
Alison Noble told the group that the School had been awarded its third green 
flag and that this would be promoted on the School website. 
 
6.2 Fundraising and Events Group (FEG) 
Aileen Nimmo ran through the events that the FEG are running which include 
the P1-P3 ceilidh, helping out the Grange Association at the Grange Fair, The 
Yard fundraiser, Sports day teas, coffees and pastries. 
She outlined the format of the summer science fair and said that it will be free 
entry. Many parents who work at the university have offered their services.  
The School will make money from donation tables, eg toys, ice creams, 
baking, raffle, etc.  The idea is to make science accessible for every child.  
Aileen also intends the free entry as a thank you to everyone who has helped 
the School make this such an amazing year of fundraising. 
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6.3 Communications Group (Comms) 
Claire Wheeler told the Parent Council that the recent Comms meeting had 
gone well. The group is co-ordinating with the School to help with the P1 
induction.  The group is coming to the end of its action plan and she will take 
the issue of whether it needs to consult again to the next Comms meeting. 
 
6.4 Health and Wellbeing Group 
Some people have come forward and therefore there may be a group next 
year. 
 
6.5 Sciennes Playground Improvement Group (SPIG) 
Jack Cadell updated the Parent Council.  Harrison Stevens has been awarded 
the contract for the plans for the playground improvements.  The SPIG is to 
meet with Harrison Stevens to revise and finalise the plans, costings, etc. 
Aileen Nimmo asked about timings.  She also asked if it was possible to 
identify specific pieces so that further grant applications could be made to, for 
example, the Daisy Chain trust. 
Claire Wheeler thanked the SPIG for all of its hard work. 
 
6.6 Clubs 
Fiona Denvir and Bethan McEwan Clubs co-Conveners are to step down at 
the end of this school year. 
 

7. Music policy 
 
Claire Wheeler told the group that the policy is now ready to go up on the 
School website.  She thanked Lucy Gallagher for her input. 
 

8. Succession planning and AGM 
 
The following positions will be vacant at the end of this school year: 
 
Chair 
Vice-chair 
Club co-Conveners 
Fundraising and Events Convener 
Clerk 
Co-Treasurer 
 
Catherine McCormack Treasurer and LeeAnne Boyle co-Treasurer will remain 
in post. 
 
Claire Wheeler confirmed that the Comms group will put out job descriptions 
for the roles and that descriptions will also go into the School flier.  Aileen 
Nimmo recommended that the Fundraising and Events Convener could be a 
shared role. 
 
Minute: going forward there will be a class rep and a Parent Council rep for 
each class. 
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The AGM is on Thursday 18 June at 7pm.  It will be a standard meeting 
followed by a gathering at Summerhall. 
 

9. Correspondence received 
 
Claire Wheeler had received correspondence from the Scottish Parent 
Teacher Council offering more training for Parent Council Members. 
 
10. AOB 
 
None. 
 
The meeting ended at 9pm. 
 
Attachments to these minutes 
 

• Head Teacher Report dated 23 April 2015 - author Alison Noble 

• Finance Report dated 23 April 2015 – authors Cathy McCormack 
and LeeAnne Boyle 

 
Definitions 
PC = Parent Council 
CEC = City of Edinburgh Council 
School = Sciennes Primary School 
FSS = Friends of Sciennes School Trust 


