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School Roll 
We currently have 640 children in school with a few applications to 
coincide with the academic year and a waiting list at some stages. The 
City of Edinburgh has a policy that a place should be kept in each 
class, where possible, for incoming catchment families. 

Staffing 
Morag Crolla, DHT, is continuing her secondment to Edinburgh 
University. Joanna Dickson and Gregor Hutchison, Probationer teachers 
are with us for the session. We welcomed Mrs Campbell back following 
her secondment. Ms Pearmain, Mrs Kidd, Mrs Watson and Mrs Cave are 
on maternity leave. Mrs Holmes and Mrs Savage, Pupil Support 
Assistants, have also joined the staff team. 

Property 
During the October break there will be work in the playground to 
improve drainage. 

The Dining hall extension is complete and we are delighted to have 
additional space for lunches and curriculum. All children in P1-4, 
school and packed lunches are eating in the dining hall and we hope to 
extend this to other stages.  

A programme to up-date the heating system is planned for this session 

Safer Streets 
The initiative to close local streets for a short time before and after 
the school day is being extended and we are most grateful for all the 
support. We are aware that there are a few parents who are not 
supporting but we will continue to highlight the benefits for our 
community. 

Pupil Voice 
We are delighted to welcome Tam Baillie, Children’s Commissioner, to 
Assemblies this week and we look forward to developing opportunities 
for our learners to share their views and support school improvement 



Standards Quality and Improvement Plan Priorities 2016 - 2017: 
• Literacy 
• Implementing the National Improvement Framework 
• Developing Self Evaluation and Self Improvement using How Good 

Is Our School? 4 
• A Curriculum for Excellence: developing assessment, moderation 

and tracking 
• Additional Support for Learning: promoting accessibility and 

equalities, with regard to children with autism 

Cluster Priorities 
• 1+2 Languages 
• Developing assessment and moderation  

James Gillespie’s High School 
The new build is complete and the whole school, S1 – S6 are on the one 
campus. The facilities are superb and our children can look forward to 
attending a state of the art high school. The Headteacher, Donald 
MacDonald, will be issuing an invitation to children and families to 
attend an open day and we will put information in the Flyer and 
encourage everyone to take the opportunity to visit. 

Events / Visits / Visitors 
The class teachers have planned many visits and visitors to enhance 
curriculum learning experiences and take advantage of the wonderful 
resources and opportunities the city provides. We also look forward to 
further developing parental engagement to support learning skills for 
work and raising awareness of the world of work.   

Alison Noble  
Headteacher 
August 2016 


