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Headteacher Report 

Staffing 

Mrs Ford, class teacher, is retiring after 33 years of outstanding service at Sciennes. We will 

miss her very much but I am sure the school community will join me in thanking her most 

sincerely for her wonderful commitment and dedication to the children and parents. 

Mrs Nowell, pupil support assistant, is retiring after 17 years of wonderful service and her 

commitment has extended, recently, to travelling each day from Montrose!  

We will mark Mrs Ford and Mrs Nowell’s service to Sciennes, later in the term and at our 

assembly on 30th June. 

We are looking forward to welcoming Ms Pearmain, Ms Gaffney, Mrs Kidd and Mrs Watson 

back to school in August, following maternity leave. 

I am delighted to inform you that Ms Rogerson, temporary P6 class teacher has been 

matched to a permanent post at Sciennes, following a city wide recruitment.  

In February, as you are aware, Mr Hewitt, P5a class teacher, died suddenly. He is mostly 

sadly missed by children and staff. At his funeral, we were able to share the impact he had, 

in the short time he worked at Sciennes. The children have been amazing and have coped 

with a significant loss. In consultation with the children, we are commissioning a ‘kindness’ 

bench for the playground. 

Roll 

We have a large number of catchment children for the new P1, August 2017 and I will share 

more information at the meeting. Although this is subject to change, the provisional 

organisation is: 

• 1 class of 25 children – 1 teacher 

• 2 classes of 20 children – 2 teachers sharing Room 6 

• 1 class of 34 children – 2 teachers 

We have a waiting list for all stages. 

Property 

I am very grateful to John Reid and Neil Scott, Service Support Officers, for their support by 

completing minor repairs and redecoration, which saves on the cost of employing a 

contractor. 

There is a current review of Service Support Officers in schools, but I very much hope the 

level we have will continue. 



During the summer break there will be major work to remove the oil heating system and 

replace with gas. I will provide more information as soon as possible. 

Finance 

We are awaiting information about the carry forward from last year and Angela Christie, 

Business Manager, will provide details of this year’s budget at the AGM. 

Pupil Equity Fund 

We will receive £61200 each year for the next 4 years, from the Scottish Government, to 

raise attainment of children experiencing socio economic disadvantage. We must focus on 

targeted improvements in literacy, numeracy and or Health and Wellbeing. In consultation 

with children, parents and staff, we will create a plan to effectively support the children and 

families at Sciennes.   

SQIP 

We have made good progress in our priorities this session and greatly appreciate working in 

partnership with the Parent Council groups. We would like to further develop opportunities 

for the new session. 

One of our priorities is to review and up-date the school vision, values and aims. We would 

be delighted if Emma, the members of the communication group and others would support.  

Events 

Staff and parents have worked very effectively together to provide so many rich learning 

experiences and I would encourage you to take a regular look at the website. We look 

forward to extending opportunities and engagement, to work in partnership and continue 

to enhance and improve the outcomes for our learners.  
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