
SCIENNES PARENT COUNCIL MEETING - DRAFT  
Thursday, 19 January 2017, 7pm 

Room 16, Sciennes Primary School 
 
 
Voting Attendees: 
Chair - Phoebe Cochrane  
Vice-chair and Clubs Convener - Tim Pask  
Co-Treasurer - LeeAnne Boyle  
 
Subgroup conveners: 
Building and Facilities - Laura Bird  
Eco - Kirstin Unger  
Events and Fundraising - Aileen Nimmo 
Fruit Group - Marian Richardson 
Football Club - Conrad Graham 
Health & Wellbeing - Fiona Denvir  
 
Year Reps: 
P2 - Rosa Portero 
P3 - Emma Urquart  
P4 - Mary Ross  
P7 - Mary Kernohan  
 
Non-voting attendees: 
School: 
Headteacher - Alison Noble  
Depute Headteacher and Health & Wellbeing subgroup co-convener - Carolyn 
Anstruther  
Clerk - Nicky Whyte 
 
Parents and Carers: 
Briauna Fritz (P1b Class Rep) 
Roser Vich  
 
Guests: 
Douglas and Nora, Sylvan Place Community Group 
 
 
1. Welcome / Apologies 
 
Apologies were received from: 
• Stephen Tyre - P1 Year Rep 
• Claire Marshall - P5 Year Rep 
• L-J Stewart - P6 Year Rep 
• Angela Christie - Business Manager 
• Lucy Gallagher  
• Ian Hogg  
 
 
2. Minutes from Parent Council meeting held 27.10.16 & Matters Arising 



 
Minutes of October meeting were approved. 
 
The following were noted: Since the last meeting, Wednesday 1st February has been 
agreed as the date for the parents/carers iPad information evening. This will be 
publicised in the next flyer. (action 33) 
 
Following on from the continued advertising for a Communications Group Convener, 
someone has shown an interest in the role.  The Parent Council will be updated on this 
in due course. (action 26) 
 
The work on the school bullying policy continues. Alison is to highlight the policy in the 
weekly flyer. (action 1) 
 
An update on the schools skiing policy is also to be published in the school flyer. (action 
23) 
 
 
3. Head Teacher Report 
 
Alison and Carolyn both emphasised how grateful the school is to the Parent Council for 
its ongoing commitment to the school community and its ability to enthuse parents in 
many aspects.   
 
 

4. Finance Report 

 

LeeAnne presented the Finance Report, showing a balance of £13,527.68 as of 11 

January.   

 

Since then an extra £5,900 has been paid in from the Christmas cards and P1 tea 

towels, both of which were a huge success this year, each raising considerably more 

money than last year.  

 

Expenses incurred recently from the agreed spending plan included iPads, extra 

playground sand, a new water cooler, first term trips, walkie talkies and playground 

soakaways.  In all, around £8,200 has been paid out. 

 

Expenditure authorisation (action 30 now closed): Catherine Cormack is in the 

process of updating the Treasurers guidelines with dual authority being proposed for the 

chess club of up to £750, the football club of up to £500 and the Parent Council for all 

expenditures. 

 

Receipts (action 20 now closed): it was agreed that for audit purposes, the treasurers 

require invoices/paper receipts for all expenditures.   

 



Easyfundraising: As payments from Easyfundraising are only made to the school 

quarterly, this income information will only be available when the next payment is made. 

 

 

5. Spending Requests 

 

Bike Rack Funding (action 55): a decision is still to be made following the funding 

request for the extra bike racks. 

 

iPad Funding (action 32): Phoebe clarified that a formal decision on the iPad spending 

is still required. 

 

LeeAnne asked for clarification on the iPad grant received by the school - was it to be 

subtracted from the schools request for iPad funding already made to the Parent 

Council, or to be in addition to this request.  Aileen commented that Colin Sim had stated 

this grant was to be ‘in addition’ to our own funding and that with the extra funding the 

school would now able to buy more iPads than had been originally planned.  The 

amount shown in the Spending Plan, as originally requested by the school, is £10,597 

but at a previous PC meeting it was decided that, for the time being, the PC would 

consider a reduced request of £7,065 (which would fund 30 iPads instead of 45). 

 

Alison noted that while the school was grateful to receive Parent Council funding AND a 

grant, clarification was needed and she would would take this action to get this 

clarification. 

Action: Alison 

 

ABC Music Program - An additional request was made to the Parent Council for 

£568.85 for musical instruments needed.  Carolyn explained that the school is following 

a new ABC music program and the extra instruments are needed to meet the 

requirements of this program.  The request was approved. 

 

 

6. Updates from Groups / Action Areas  

 

Covered area for parents / children between 2.50pm and 3.20pm (action 46): - 

Alison noted that in response to the need for a covered outdoor area for parents and 

children, she has met with the after-school club and also the individual clubs run within 

the school to see what requirements they have. All of the clubs felt they had enough 

space at present.  The after-school club stated they are interested in using the new 

dining hall in addition to the space they currently use but they will need to engage with 

the care inspectorate to discuss a change of facilities. 

 



Alison met with Anne O’Connell and is currently awaiting a quote for lighting in the 

outside shed area.  Angela has also found a bench which can be attached to the wall 

and folded away when not in use.  The reality is that there is no inside space available 

for this waiting time, although in extreme weather arrangements can be made.   

 

Phoebe asked for information about starting a Breakfast Club.  Alison noted that it is a 

priority to implement one and it is currently being worked on. 

 

Homework Club - Carolyn noted that a homework club is being piloted from today (19 

January) for those children for whom it is felt to be of benefit.  Alison explained that this 

is currently only a pilot with target groups (P5-7’s) but may be widened in the future. 

 

Volunteers (action 47): A meeting was held in December regarding the use of 

volunteers, and was very well attended.  Phoebe is to talk to Lucy and Carolyn regarding 

the way forward, before potentially carrying out a small survey amongst the teachers to 

gauge their views.. Action: Phoebe 

 

Wisepay (action 48): Tim noted that the final date for Wisepay is 9 February and the 

Ceilidh will be the final event to be booked and paid for through the system.  This date is 

to be circulated once more in the weekly flyer (Action: Phoebe).  In the interim period, 

we will use a combination of Paypal and forms linked to the PC website to deal with 

clubs and fundraising events.  The new system (ParentPay) is a very similar system, but 

clubs cannot be run through it. Due to data protection issues, and time/resource issues, 

the school cannot offer support to the clubs at present. In the interim each club will need 

to be managed/run individually until the new system is fully set up. Action: Club / 

Group Conveners 

 

 

Building & Facilities Group: 

 

Laura Bird started by recapping the school's Playground Improvement Plan, which was 

approved in 2014 following a 2013 survey of children and parents that highlighted the 

playground as the school's main priority for improvement. 

 

The agreed three stages of playground improvement were: 

1. Introduce 'loose parts' play materials and training for playground supervisors (2014) 

2. Using Commonwealth Games legacy money improve the existing playground with a 

faux natural landscape and improvements to the woodland strip (2014/15) 

3. Increase the size of the playground by converting Sciennes Road land currently used 

for motor vehicles into more play space with a foot and cycle path through. (2014 

– ongoing) 

 



With the Royal Hospital for Sick Children (RHSC) departing Sciennes in 2018 now is the 

time to put forward our case for 'Stopping Up' Sciennes Road.  To this end since May 

2016 Laura and other members of the Buildings & Facilities group have met with our 

local councillors for Newington Grange Ward, the City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) 

senior planning officer for this area Linda Hamilton, Alan Dunlop roads manager, John 

Richmond (traffic) and Derek Road (SE Neighbourhood manager), also Iain Graham 

NHS Lothian's director of estates, GVA Bilfinger (NHS Lothian's planning consultants) 

and representatives of Marchmont & Sciennes Community Council.  These meetings 

have been to explain and garner support for the school's ambition to increase the size of 

the playground. 

 

Previously CEC agreed a motion that the Council supports examining whether 'Stopping 

Up' Sciennes Road could work to make more playspace for the school.  The Planning 

Department have offered to support our efforts to make the case.  To this end the school 

is applying for external funding to pay for a feasibility study by Landscape Architects. 

 

Another aspect of the Playground Improvement Plan is Sciennes' participation in the 

CEC School Streets Scheme.  The Parent Council has been lobbying CEC to reduce 

traffic volumes and speeds and improve road safety outside the school since 1998.  As 

part of the playground improvement remit Judith Gillespie led the school's successful 

application to the scheme which started in 2015.  Closing the road at drop off and pick 

up times has also helped make the case for generally taking traffic off the road and 

generated supporting data in terms of traffic speeds, volumes and air quality. 

 

Alison Noble noted that when NHS Lothian announced its intention to move RHSC in 

2005 former parent Guy Morgan did an outline proposal, looking at removing the 

temporary huts and creating a purpose built gym hall with two new classrooms.  This 

was not taken further at the time. 

 

Marchmont and Sciennes Community Councillor Douglas Rogers and his wife Norah 

were present for this part of the meeting.  Under the Community Council umbrella 

Douglas has spear-headed community participation in redevelopment of the RHSC site.  

They came to hear the Parent Council's views and priorities. 

 

Douglas explained that the RHSC site is now up for sale with Rydens with a closing date 

for notes of interest 9 February.  NHS Lothian's consultants will make a shortlist of 

bidders by early March, looking separately at the proposals and offered prices.  We don't 

know whether this information will be made public. 

 

Douglas has organised two community engagement meetings, one in September 2016 

at the German Speaking Church with over 100 attendees, including Laura Bird 

representing the school.  In November 2016 NHS Lothian sponsored a facilitated 



consultation evening at Summerhall with some 70 attendees including Laura and Fiona 

Denvir representing the school. 

 
Douglas noted from the November meeting that:  
⁃  there is  support for the road to be fully closed outside the school and up to the 

hospital; 
⁃  there is support for the school to have ‘something’ for their own use; 
⁃  the idea of shared facilities (shared by both the school and community) was 

supported. 
 
Following the meeting Douglas compiled a summary of comments to give to potential 
developers.  Copies available at marchmontandsciennes.blogspot.co.uk. 
 
Douglas particularly wanted to hear our views on a shared indoor community space such 
as a gym hall.  It was agreed that while such a facility would be wonderful: 
1. we feel that a larger playground could potentially be achieved within the next few 

years and so should be our immediate priority 
2. an indoor hall would be further in the future and dependent on the developer 
3. where would the capital funding come from? 
4. The school's budget has been cut year on year and there is no spare money to hire a 

hall 
 
Norah has tried to make contact with Edinburgh Leisure about managing such a facility. 
 
The day before the Parent Council meeting a representative of a potential 'community 

buy out' bidder came to speak with Phoebe, Laura and Fiona to ask about the school's 

priorities. 

 

To make this work a community development trust (CDT) would have to be formed, and 

lodge a note of interest.  If successful the CDT would then have eight months to come 

up with a credible business plan.  Douglas Rogers pointed out that schemes with 

community support will pass faster through planning than those that attract objections 

(see Craighouse, Royal High School etc). 

 

Douglas has been pressing NHS Lothian and Edinburgh Council to insist that any 

successful bidder runs an intensive community engagement exercise at the start of the 

planning application.  This is sometimes called a 'charrette' and the Scottish Government 

is keen to encourage them.  Using a charrette could significantly speed up any 

development – or reduce delays - by cutting out the possibility of plans being rejected 

due to community objections. 

 

It was agreed that the school would not favour one bidder over another at this stage, but 

is happy to speak to potential bidders about our priorities for the road and the RHSC 

site.  We discussed whether that would extend to writing a 'to whom it may concern' type 

letter that any bidders could include to support their application.  The potential 

community group asked for a letter detailing: the schools current constraints/needs; how 



we think they can be solved; and a history of discussions with other parties  Action: 

Alison 

 

Laura suggested that the schools weekly flyer advertises pagsk2017@gmail.com 

address for those who want updates from the Community Council about the RHSC 

redevelopment.  Action: Phoebe 

 

 

Health & Wellbeing Group: 

 

Mental Health Week was discussed and it was noted that the Mindfulness talks have 

started in some of the P6 classes. The rollout will continue with more classes to be 

involved. 

 

Carolyn mentioned that the Sensory Room needs to be refurnished, but will need 

funding.  Aileen suggested the FSS could possibly fund this as the area falls under their 

scope and trust purposes.  Fiona also suggested that the money raised by the 

Swimathon could be used towards this.  

 

Carolyn also explained that there was a speaker available to do a talk on the Adolescent 

Brain in the week commencing 8 May.  The speaker is an expert in the area and the 

school has the option of booking her (£600) to give a talk to parents, staff and pupils, 

particularly those in P6 & P7.  Another option is to discuss doing a joint event with 

James Gillespie’s High School, including our P6’s and P7’s and possibly extending the 

invitations to P5’s. It was suggested charging for tickets to the talk to ensure attendance. 

Action: Carolyn. 

 

 

Music Group: 

 

Jane and Tim attended a meeting held by Lucy regarding music tuition at the school and 

this was well attended. (action 50) 

 

Alison mentioned that the school currently covers music in a number of areas (nativity, 

visits to SNO, ABC Program, etc). Carolyn noted that it was good to know that the 

schools musical opportunities are not necessarily being well communicated to pupils and 

parents at the moment.  It is also an area that ties in with the Health and Wellbeing 

group. 

 

With regards tuition, it was pointed out that in P4 children get an opportunity to take up 

violin but those that do not have this opportunity and are not learning an instrument 

elsewhere, can feel ‘on the outside’ of music before they have really had the chance to 

mailto:pagsk2017@gmail.com


try out instruments properly.  Mary pointed out that it was good to know that in S1 the 

children once again get a chance take on instruments plus there is the opportunity in P6 

to take on a woodwind instrument. 

 

Singing is an area where there seems to be a lack of consistency in the upper school, 

with some classes doing it once a week while other do less regularly.  Kat Dougal has 

suggested encouraging choir at all levels without restrictions.  It was agreed that singing 

should be a defined area within the music policy of the school.  

 

Alison noted that the music policy needed better communication to the parents and 

should be flagged on the school website.  Action: Alison / Phoebe 

 

Jane agreed to liaise with staff regarding the singing policy going forward. Action: Jane 

 

 

Events & Fundraising: 

 

Aileen noted that in the four months up until December, the Events & Fundraising group 

had raised more than £10,000, up on the previous years (apart from the ‘playground 

year’ when only between £5,000 and £6K was raised.  In particular they had raised more 

than 5 times their previous years total through Christmas cards and tea towels. 

 

Upcoming events include: 

2 February - ceilidh 

23 February - P4/5 disco 

24 February - P1-3 family ceilidh 

2 March - P6/7 disco 

 

Volunteers for these events would be required and parents reps are to be asked to co-

ordinate.  

 

The annual swimathon is to be held on 24-27 April, and a request of £250 was made 

from Parent Council funds for expenses.  This expenditure was agreed. The EFG had 

agreed that they would follow the school’s lead as to whether medals would be awarded 

this year or not.  The school would discuss and let the organisers Bethan McEwan and 

Fiona Denvir know. Action: Carolyn / Alison 

 

This years Summer Fair on 3 June has the theme WOW (World of Work).  The idea of 

this is to help show children some career and volunteer opportunities and let them see 

the world of work.  The EFG target this year was £20 000 and as they had already raised 

more than £10k in the first half of the year then that target was realistic.  The EFG raises 

funds for FSS and PC.   



Aileen thanked everyone for all their help and support including the parents who 

provided printing resources for EFG.  It had meant that this year the EFG had not had to 

have anything copied on the school photocopiers thus saving money for the school.  The 

fliers for the Christmas Fair had been printed by parents who had just charged the cost 

to them of printing.  The EFG was grateful for this support.  It was agreed that Fiona 

Denvir would resource a banner for the school from one of those parents. 

 

 

 

ECO Group: 

 

Kirstin brought the Parent Council up to date on the Eco Groups activities.  She noted 

that the P3’s have been covering the Autumn Story in their Food & Farming module - 

planting, harvesting and eating microgreens in class and feedback has been good.   

 

Lean-to’s have been constructed in the playground and the next stage of designing and 

building boxes in the playground is underway. The planting areas within the playground 

will continue to expand, including planting within the quiet area. 

 

The uniform and hyacinth bulb sales also went well. 

 

Talks are underway to extend the school playspace.  There are lots of ideas but all with 

cost implications. A meeting is planned with the grant application team to take this 

forward.  

 

Bird Watching week(end) is planned from 28 to 30 January, and this is planned to tie in 

with the school curriculum. 

 

The clothes donation appeal is to be extended to Friday 27 January.  In February this 

will be followed on by an appeal for adult clothing and bedding. (action 24) 

 

Wellie planters are planned, with donations requested of old wellies from the 

parents/pupils. 

 

Anne O’Connell is working with a community group on creating an orchard and raised 

beds (off-site in the Meadows) and hopes to involve the school in this.  The cost of this 

will be covered by community funding / a grant application.  Action: Anne 

 

Kirstin is to meet with Angela to see how the Eco Group can support outdoor learning 

(action 52).  Action: Kirstin. 

 

Kirstin noted that as “loose parts” are still something the Eco Group require, there should 



be a new Needed Item section to be published in each weeks flyer.  Action: Kirstin / 

Phoebe. 

 

It was noted that a third pot for rhubarb was required, plus soil.  Funding was approved 

for £60. 

 

Clarification is still required on the double yellow line situation outside the school (action 

3).  Action: Angela 

 

Football Club: 

 

The football club is considering allowing P1s to join the football club.  It was noted that 

numbers are low in the current P2s and local clubs such as Edinburgh South take boys 

at P1 level. A flyer will be sent out inviting them to join after Easter.  Action: Conrad. 

 

Feasibility Study: Phoebe noted that a grant application should be ready to be 

submitted by the end of next week (27 January) for funding for the Feasibility Study.  

(action 17) 

 

 

7. Open Space 

 

- 

 

 

8. Correspondence Received 

 

- 

 

 

9. AOB 

 

⁃   

 

Meeting ended at 9.15pm 

 

Date of the next parent council meeting is Thursday 11 May at 7pm. 

 


