
Summary of Dec 2014 Playground Survey ( Sciennes Households) 

• 195 responses (45% of Sciennes households) 

• Representation across all year groups (p1:50; p2: 46; p3: 48; p4: 45; p5: 51; p6: 31; 

p7: 22) 

• 90% indicate the plans offer a variety of play opportunities 

• 80% indicate the proposed playground will enhance their child’s outdoor learning 

and play experience   

• 53% of parents think there should be a formal sports court area (30% think there 

should be one if the school think it is of value) 

Key issues raised: 

 

Surfaces and materials 

- the mess that may be created in the playground if they spill over 

- the additional costs to the school for cleaning if the sand or gravel get into the building 

- the areas of the playground which may be out of action due to mud  

- concerns about cats and foxes in sand 

- pupils will get sandy 

 

Space 

- concerns that this design is too imposing / takes up too much space in the playground and 

there may not be enough for children to run around in, activities such as cycling, summer 

fair, etc. 

- concern that the usable space is reduced when surfaces become slippy and unusable.  

 

Cost / value for money 

- PC and School have spent money on playground improvements which will be removed in 

current plans. 

- other schools have made improvements more cheaply. 

- should we be spending money on other things? 

 

Durability of the project 

How much maintenance will this require? 

What will the cost implications be on an ongoing basis? 

 

Nature strip 

- how are children going to access this safely? 

- how will the school have sufficient resources to support access to strip? 

- concerns about dog mess 

 

Sciennes Road 

- what is happening with Sciennes Road? 

 

Safety and supervision 

- children may be out of sight 

- could some of the new equipment present more hazards to pupils? 


