
Summary of Dec 2014 Playground Survey ( Staff survey) 

• 26 responses (20 teaching staff; 6 non-teaching staff) 

• 7 respondents do playground supervision 

• 96% indicate the plans offer a variety of play opportunities 

• 100% indicate the proposed playground will enhance their child’s outdoor 

learning and play experience   

• 58% of staff responding  think there should be a formal sports court area (25% 

think there should be one if the school think it is of value) 

General comments: 

• I think that they will offer lots of opportunities for a variety of creative play.  

• Great ideas with lots of 'out the box' thinking. Do need to consider that the 

playground is also a teaching resource and we might need to have a 'clear' 

area where parents are asked not to sit/stand between infant bell and the 

rest of the school's dismissal bell.  

• Excellent use of space with clearly defined outdoor play area and useful 

remaining space for PE lessons.  

• Not sure how supervision will work with the nature strip over the road. Children 

needng the toilet and care zone will need accompanies which will require 

extra supervision.  

• Still too much tarmac  

• sand is a no no  

Sports court: 

• We have one PE hall for 22 classes...yes we need that! It is VITAL as a learning 

and teaching resource.  

• 4-square courts would be great. Children rarely take much notice of the court 

lines at the moment so I can't see it being a huge necessity.  

• Existing formal court markings in the playground seem to be rarely used  

• My ultimate wish would be a proper all weather court in the Meadows but as 

that is unlikely I still think a space for P.E. is important in the playground. I have 

been out doing P.E. in the summer term and in September and October and 

you can't move for different people doing games, cycle training etc. We 

have a distinct lack of space for P.E. in the school and the small hall in not a 

great space for the older children unless they are doing dance or simple 

games. Also hall time is often cut into. The Meadows can be good in the right 

weather but the ground is uneven and when the weather is really lovely you 

are dodging people picnicking etc.  

• The marked court is rarely used and completely unecessary. Perhaps we 

could look at how often a marked court has been used to date.  

• Undecided, but think this is worthy of debate to inform a considered opinion.  

• A space for running, bleep testing but not necessarily a court  

• With limited hall space and Scottish Government requirement that all pupils 

recieve 2hours of PE each week, the playground is a crucial resource for 

games/team activities.  

• Sports court never gets used a great time to get rid of it and use the space 

better  

  



What aspects of the proposed playground do you think the pupils will particularly 

like? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Practicalities of using playground: 

• Will need to timetable outdoor time with class 

• Not applicable to non-teaching staff  

Concerns: 

• Sand getting thrown about. They do it with mud and leaves so I can't see it 

being any different with sand. Slippy surfaces. Problem at the moment on the 

wooden areas and the spongy ection around the amphitheatre so hopefully 

they will use different materials.  

• Going to and from nature strip to the school building for toilets etc crossing 

the road would require supervision  

• The injuries we currently encounter are mostly as a result of children running 

very fast and either falling on the tarmac or knocking down other children. 

The introduction of gravel and sand will significantly reduce the number of 

injuries. I feel there is still too much tarmac remaining in the current plans  

• Not sure  

• The grounds must be well maintained and areas checked regularly. Treated 

wood still needs to be maintained. Leaf and snow clearance become more 

important. Appropriate lighting, I'm sure, has been looked into. Suspect the 

playground will be used later by the community in all seasons.  

• I am concerned about how far the raised platform will be from the fence. 

Also if there more nooks and crannies for drug users/drinkers to hide from view 

of the road. Will the playground be open at weekends during the day?  

• they will need more staff  

• The children running into each other is a constant concern  

Making use of playground and nature strip: 

• providing the children with opportunities for outside play during the school 

day as well as at play/lunch times, in groups or/and as a class.  

• The proposed nature area over the road will enhance the application of the 

Science curriculum.  

• Increase time in fresh air. Games and nature exploration.  

• Outdoor activities, team building experiences,imaginative play  

• Orienteering Drama Problem Solving Maths activities Science in the nature 

garden.  

• Hopefully to do more outdoor learning and also for H&WB  

• N/A  

• Taking children out more often for learning and play activities although there 

may need to be a need for timetabling as there are so many classes.  

• Special golden time, drama, stimulus for imaginary writing  

• Litter picking and leaf/snow shovelling. Might get new litter bins and a leaf 

blower/vacuum out of it.  

• It would be nice not to have it time tabled but given the size of the school I 

think it would be more suitbable to have a timetabled slot to use the outdoor 

area every week.  

• Focused outdoor learning time as a class. Opporunity to plan and implement 

cross curricular lessons outside.  

• they will not   

• Free play as well as structured activities  



Making the most of playground – any additional resources, training or support 

needed? 

• Outdoor learning courses would be great  

• Slight reservations about numbers and safety of children with more physical 

aspects of playground proposals.  

• More supervision /playground supervisors  

• Some experiential training to help refresh our minds about different activities 

would be great.  

• Perhaps some advice on how other schools have utilised such spaces to 

enhance the curriculum.  

• Yes.  

• yes perhaps the training similar to the forest schools courses  

• As a playground supervisor, I'd be interested in hearing more about what 

kinds of activities and games the kids could play in their new space.  

• Not really. Unless there are any really good outdoor learning courses.  

• additional staffing  

 


