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Sciennes School Council Meeting  

Thursday 16 January 2014, 7-9pm 

 

Present:  

Alison Noble (Head Teacher) 

Angela Christie (Business Manager) 

Lucy Gallagher(DHT) 

Kristel Torokoff (Vice Chair) 

Claire Marshall (Treasurer) 

Claire Wheeler (Communications Group) 

Jack Cadell (Property) 

Aileen Nimmo (PTA Chair) 

Bethan McEwan (PTA Clubs) 

Maria Mitchell (Health & Wellbeing ) 

Claire Mackintosh 

Corrine Kirk (Minutes/ ECO) 

 

Apologies: Jo Ungless(Chair), Jacqui Wright (Co-Treasurer), Anita Drury (Health & Wellbeing), Phoebe 

Cochrane(ECO), Morven Cadell 

 

1 Amendments to Previous Minutes 

 

No amendments highlighted. 

 

2 Finance Report (PTA I&E report January 2014 circulated at meeting; see attached for reference) 

 

2.1 Claire Marshall reported the following: 

 

 Income 

• current balance as of 16
th

 January 2014 standing at £6744.41 

• The Christmas Fair had raised over £6000 and had been well attended and enjoyed.  This was 

£2k up on last year. There had been an increase in the ticket price, raffle tickets for the 

hampers had been put in school bags and this initiative had meant that the Hampers had raised 

substantially more than last year.  in addition there had been several good quality silent auction 

prizes  
• Christmas card sales: Takings were lower this time at £889. There were some late orders. 

However these do not have much effect on overall account balance 

• Thanks were extended to Angela for coordinating the Christmas cards names and spellings etc. 

• P1 Tea Towel sales are slightly down this time with takings of only £134 

• Wine quiz takings at £442 are higher than previous years even though half of the numbers 

compared to previous years attended. Aileen’s auction and raffles for the evening has been 

most successful! 

 

Expenditure 

• Subsidies for trips amounted to £3016 in Aug-Oct 2013.Trip subsidies for 2014 is anticipated to 

be less due to the lower numbers of free school meal pupils 

• Expenditure yet to clear :Lottery Registration for 2014 amounted to £20, Swimming lessons 

subsidy Oct-Dec 2013 £220, School Council Clerk fees for Jan £40, PTA Christmas gifts for 

Janitors etc. £60 

• Known and anticipated expenditure for Jan-June 2014 to be allocated for cycling, iPads, 

trips/clubs and swimming 
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2.2 Simon Tiplady has agreed to audit accounts for 2013-14 and will be his last audit for the School 

Council. A replacement auditor will need to be recruited and advert will go out around June this year as 

the auditor needs to be independent of the School Council. Kristel queried on the urgency of this 

matter and Claire Marshall explained that June is the most appropriate time.  

Claire Marshall to check with Simon on criteria for auditor i.e. if need to be fully registered and qualified  

 

3.0 Head Teacher Report (report circulated at meeting; please see attached) 

 

3.1 Pupil Enrolment: Alison noted that P1 intake for 2014 remains as previously reported. 

 

3.2 Finance: (refer to HT Report)  

Alison highlighted that with regards to the CEC savings and how this affects Sciennes, in a smaller 

school Headteachers might have to take up teaching arrangements on a regular basis as savings of 75% 

have been intimated by the Council. Angela’s forecast and budgeting for the school has been most 

helpful and appreciated. Alison stressed that the school will do its best to maintain its strive for 

excellence and any concerns that surface will be highlighted. 

 

3.3 Staffing update : refer to HT report 

 

3.4 Property:  

Pool windows that are defective will undergo repairs.  

Angela reported that the scaffolding to repair damaged stones has been erected over the wrong area 

initially as the workmen were targeting the wrong stone. This is currently in progress and will be 

rectified. 

 

3.5 Support for Parents:  

 The Growing with Confidence course is now in its 3
rd

 term with very positive feedback received at the 

evaluation. There is currently very keen interest in the forthcoming course. 

 

3.6 Free School Meals: 

The recent announcement of free school meals for P1-3 to be implemented in January 2015 will require 

a fair amount of logistical planning on the school’s part. It is hoped that the Council will provide support 

on matters pertaining to this as the present Dining room is not big enough to accommodate all pupils 

from P1-3. 

Angela queried what parents present at the meeting thinks of free school meals for all. Parents agreed 

that if meals are free, there will be very warm response. Claire Wheeler suggested providing packed 

lunch boxes in lieu of cooked meals. Angela highlighted that the current kitchen cooks for Tollcross 

Primary as well so the Council will be in favour of cooked hot meals. 

 

3.7 SQIP: 

Alison highlighted that the full plan and summary of SQIP will be attached to today’s minutes for 

feedback.  

In conjunction with the new Pupil Council, the school will create a child friendly format for the SQIP. 

 

3.8 Events/Visits and Visitors: 

There has been a relook in approaches to teaching of themes such as Rainforest involving trips to the 

Botanic Garden and so on. The school website can be referred to for more information of the highlights 

of new events and learning experiences. 

 

3.9 PLP (Personal Learning Plan): 

Claire Wheeler raised the query on Personal Learning Plan for students. 

Alison explained that the PLP was started 6-7 years ago to raise awareness to children and parents 

about targets and providing a feedback system. However this needs to be reviewed presently as the 
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exercise is now becoming a paper based process and found to be wanting and not relevant anymore. 

The school is currently looking at considering various practices including children setting their own 

targets. 

Claire Wheeler added that these targets should have a Home Support element to help inform parents 

of their childrens’ progress. 

 

3.10 Outdoor Space:  

At the previous meeting, it had been agreed by all present that Lucy and Alison will look into preparing 

a list of facilities that the school is using as well as those that could potentially be used. It is agreed at 

today’s meeting that this list is not necessary now as Lucy and Alison explained this is an ongoing 

matter and subject to constraints of weather, time table schedule etc. 

 

Claire Wheeler queried on use of outdoor spaces by the Active School Co-ordinator, Johnathan Wallace. 

Alison replied that 2 funding applications to use St Thomas School’s outdoor and social space is ongoing 

whilst she considers the possibilities of opportunity to use Summerhall as another potential ‘outdoor’ 

space. She pointed out again that venues need to be of close proximity as the time spent on moving 

children from the school premise to another venue would mean loss of actual time spent on the activity 

itself. 

Bethan suggested marking a running track in the Meadows over the summer. Alison replied that the PE 

supporting officers are already using the Meadows for rugby, touch football etc. and constraints for 

these activities are usually set by lack of staff and the weather. Alison noted that the running club that 

currently held over lunchtime is proving very popular with students. 

 

4 Group Update 

 

4.1 Communications 

Claire Wheeler showed the Communications notice board to all present and explained that it is work in 

progress will with the ‘leaves’ element(informing of the latest developments in the various Action plan 

areas) still needing finetuning. Well done to Misol and Estelle! 

The School Council website updating is an ongoing exercise and ‘hits’ for the PTA clubs have gone 

through the roof!  

Other subgroups will need to get their information for updating onto the website in blocks. 

 

P1 parent consultation online survey went out this week and will close in another week’s time. The 

information collated will be fed back into the Action Plan for the following school year. 

 

4.2 Building & Property 

Jack Cadell reported that a Playground Improvement Group meeting was held before Christmas 2013 

with Morgan McDonnell Architects presenting their plan of how it would look if the roads are closed 

with a corresponding QS costing amounting to approximately £200k. 

A Traffic Impact Assessment will need to be carried out next as well as meeting with the Fire 

Department the  

The downside to this proposal is that the School will have no possibility of funding from the Education 

department as it is unlikely to get funding for this work as well as the Section 75 money which is 

funding to acquire The Sick Kids Hospital facilities in 2017 when it is forecasted to close. There will also 

be no control of timescale for the Road Closure project as this is dependent on a multitude of factors 

beyond the Group’s remit. 

 

4.3 Environment and Sustainability(Phoebe provided updates through Kristel andCorrine) 

Phoebe and Corrine commenced planting work last term with 3 sessions of P3 pupils (10 per session)  

on the raised beds area with the aim to produce vegetables that can be used in the Kitchen as part of 

the P3 Food Technology curriculum. The sessions will resume in March. 
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They have also worked with Iain Kearton and the eco-reps in the design of the revamped Eco Board as 

well as assisting in the Eco School green flag initiative and will continue to liaise with Iain about the 

forthcoming activities this term. 

Claire Wheeler suggested that a photo of the new Eco board could go up on the School Website. 

Alison highlighted that there is an up and running Eco Blog on the school website! 

 

4.4 PTA (refer to attached PTA report dated 16 January 2014) 

Aileen reported that in excess of £8000 had been raised in the scholastic year to date.  We were ahead 

of budget. The Christmas fair in particular had raised £2k more than anticipated.  Anna Edgar had the 

Ceilidhs organised and they were sold out.  We anticipated that in addition to the already agreed 

fundraisers that we would have a "wedding list" for the sensory room at the forthcoming parent 

consultations.  The PTA meeting on 20 January would agree the format of the summer fair and any 

additional projects.    

 

Tanya Boughtflower had completed a significant amount of work in relation to Grant applications and a 

Grant Application Strategy had been agreed and communicated.  Tanya had been liaising with internal 

groups in relation to particular projects and we had a number of parents experienced in grant 

applications who were prepared to help on specific projects.  

  

Bethan Mc Ewan and Fiona Denvir had completed a significant amount of work in relation to the after 

school clubs and we were indebted to them for the amount of effective professionalism they had 

brought to streamlining the procedures especially in relation to booking places.  Tutors were still paid 

direct by parents.  They were both standing down as clubs coordinators and Aileen would find a 

replacement.  We were sorry to lose their expertise. 

Fiona would however be available to mentor the new coordinators and work with Aileen on the 

governance project.  

 Aileen was delighted by the amount of support from parents across the board and appreciated their 

hard work especially at large events.  She was also grateful to the communication group for all they did 

to facilitate events. 

Bethan reported that the after school clubs information and sign up are now available online. However, 

payments for clubs will still need to be made to the individuals running the club apart from Football. 

Start dates for the clubs vary at the moment. Angela highlighted that the Active School clubs can start 

only on the second week of the term in line with Edinburgh Council policy. 

 

A new teacher has been engaged for Recorder club which will commence on 27th January. 

 

4.5 Health & Wellbeing (Anita Drury provided updates through Kristel) 

The result of a survey showed overriding concerns from parents is the children forgetting to eat! 

The group is currently looking to create a series of suggestions for parents on healthy eating options for 

pack lunches and hopefully to include suggestions for healthy snacks as well. Once complete the group 

will liaise with the Communications group on the best way to publicize this. 

 

There is a call for more helpers and this has been put out on the flyer. 

 

At the recent meeting held in December the topic of school lunches raised the following: 

 Angela is speaking to lunchtime supervisors to get their opinions 

Concerns raised by parents  

Suggestions to seek helpers 

Suggestion that children are given a ‘countdown’ warning that lunch time is nearing an end so they are 

aware of time they have available 

 



FINAL  02 February  2014 

Page 5 of 6 

 

Maria Mitchell, a dietician by profession, has volunteered to join the group. 

 

5 Action Plan Update and Review 

 

5.1  Parking:  

Angela reported Pilot Temporary Closure of Roads for before and after school hours will be operational 

on June 14
th

 and will follow up with an email to Edinburgh Council for further clarity. 

Aileen queried if the Summer Fair temporary road closure will be affected by this. Angela confirmed it is 

not related. 

 

At previous meeting Angela highlighted that the signage showing restricted hours of stopping and 

unloading outside school gates and fence is up. Angela reported that there is still errant drivers waiting 

and stopping in restricted areas and the parking attendants have no remit to fine these drivers on the 

spot as it is under the enforcement of Community Police Officers. Staff and the lollipop lady have been 

previously challenged by the drivers parked on the restricted area when approached to move them.  

All agreed that the errant drivers/parents are posing a big risk to safety of pedestrians, pupils and their 

families at these specific times with several very near misses of cars reversing onto children and 

parents. 

 

It is agreed y by all present that Angela will email all parents to bring to their attention the restrictions 

imposed on parking illegally outside the school.   

 

5.2 Supervision and Timing of Breaks:  

At previous meeting questions are raised as to where this information is available for viewing by all. 

Lucy Gallagher and Alison Noble confirmed that this information will be in the School Handbook and 

will be posted online by end January. 

 

5.3 Class Sizes:  

Alison confirmed that the school does not want the School Council to take up the matter at the 

moment. 

 

6.0 Correspondence Received: None highlighted 

 

7.0 Music Provision (refer to Attached DRAFT by Lucy Gallagher): 

At the previous meeting, in response to parents’ queries on about how children are tested and given 

access to music lessons within the school, Access to Music Policy will be put on the school website.  

It remains unclear to the School Council what the Access to Music Policy is school wide. 

 

 Bethan stressed that clarity on this matter would be much appreciated. At present the PTA Clubs 

available are Fiddle, Spanish Guitar, Guitar and Recorder and club leaders are keen to end the school 

term with concerts and performances. Alison and Lucy highlighted that it is the Edinburgh Council policy 

not to provide music assessments at P4 to pupils who are already receiving music lessons privately and 

via the PTA Clubs. All parents present are not aware of this ruling. 

 

Alison noted that the school handbook will attempt to reflect all these information and provide as much 

clarity as possible to parents. 

 

Lucy circulated a draft copy of the City of Edinburgh Instrument Tuition at Sciennes. (see attached 

document by Lucy Gallagher) 

 

Lucy reported that at the moment Linda Carson(Teaching Assistant) has started a vocal a cappella  

group and kids who signed up loved it! In addition Alison highlighted that the school is engaging with 
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James Gillespie High with regards to Music Provision and will follow up on formulating a music provision 

plan for Sciennes that can be continued through High school. 

 

Angela reported that the P5s to P7s have an orchestra which held a performance last year over 

Christmas Assembly and Samantha Campbell who is coordinating the orchestra is happy to integrate 

pupils who are not receiving their lessons from the Instrument Tuition Department if they are at the 

correct level. 

 

8.0 SC Spending 

Angela and Claire Marshall will run through the school budget plan together. 

 

Angela highlighted that the Projector in the ICT suite is broken and have been replaced at a cost of 

£1400.  

She reported that 6 new projectors have been purchased and new funds are required for more. There 

are a total of 23 projectors in the school and these will need to be replaced in time to come. 

All present at School Council voted in agreement to contribute to the full amount of the cost incurred 

for the 6 new Projectors purchased. 

A discussion on expenditure for Sports and Equipment revealed that these are not essential as they can 

be obtained through the Active School Vouchers from Sainsburys etc. 

 

A request for swimming caps subsidies is put in by the school staff. The costing for this will be provided 

for next meeting. 

 

9.0 A.O.B 

Jo Kite raised through Corrine that SPTC (Scottish Parent Teacher Council) Training Courses are now 

available and will forward the forms and schedule to Alison for onward action. 

 

Diversity and Football Club to be added to next meeting agenda. 

 

 

Next Meeting will be on 24th April 2014 at 7pm. 

 

Subsequent Meetings in 2014: 12
th

 June AGM  

 

 

References attached: 

 I&E Report January 2014,  

Head Teachers Report 16 01 14,  

Plan & Summary of SQIP by Alison Noble 

Music Provision Draft by Lucy Gallagher 

 

Minutes prepared by Corrine Kirk (School Council Clerk) 
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SCIENNES SCHOOL COUNCIL
SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 16TH JANUARY 2014

Finance Summary

Current bank balance (as at 19th December 2013) £6,744.41

Income (all net):
Christmas Fair £6,171.24
Christmas Cards £889.06
P1 Tea Towels £134.00
Wine Quiz £442.00

Expenditure:
Lottery Registration for 2014 £20.00 still to clear
Trips subsidy for Aug-Dec 2013 £3,016.10
Swimming Lessons subsidy Oct-Dec 2013 £220.00 still to clear
School Council Clerk fees for Jan £40.00 still to clear
PTA Christmas Gifts £60.00 still to clear

Notes:

Forthcoming events:

Sponsored event (Swimathon) scheduled for w/c 12th May 

CLAIRE MARSHALL
Treasurer
January 2014

Ceilidhs - 23rd & 30th January

EasyFundraising - 111 supporters currently; approx £144 raised in Q4 13, still to be finalised.
Simon Tiplady will audit accounts again for FYr 2013-14; replacement auditor required going forward 
so need to recruit from June.
Cycling subsidy, iPads, trips/clubs & swimming Jan-June to be allocated.

Discos - P4/5 27th February and P6/7 6th March
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School Council Meeting 

Headteacher Report 

16 01 14 

 

 

School Roll and Primary 1 Intake Aug 14 

We currently have 640 children and a waiting list at some stages in school. This year we will 

again have 90 children in Primary 1 – 2 classes of 25 and 2 classes of 20 sharing a classroom.  

 

Staffing 

Katherine Clark part time teacher P2c and P1c begins maternity leave this month. Cally 

Fraser has been appointed and is very much looking forward to meeting children, parents 

and carers. 

 

Finance 

The City of Edinburgh has made proposals for savings and there has been a consultation 

process. In the longer term there are significant savings to be found and although this is 

challenging, we will endeavour to maintain and improve the outcomes for our children at 

Sciennes. 

 

Property 

We are very pleased that our swimming pool windows are to be repaired and the work has 

been included in the capital works. The long awaited repair to the stonework near reception 

is in process. 

 

Support for Parents 

Shona Pearmain, Principal Teacher, is running a Raising Children With confidence Course for 

parents and carers this term. Information has been sent to families and we anticipate 

significant interest. 

 

School Meals P1-3 Jan 2015 

With the recent announcement of free meals for P1-3 we will be considering how to 

manage this effectively. 

 

Standards Quality and Improvement Plan 

We are taking forward key priorities in learning and teaching and Curriculum for Excellence. 

The full plan and a summary will be added to our website  

 

Events / Visits and Visitors. 

There were many exciting learning experiences for our children in December and class 

teachers have planned rich opportunities to enhance learning and teaching. Our website 

captures some of the events on the home and class pages. 

 

 

Alison Noble 

January 2014 
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SCIENNES PRIMARY SCHOOL QUALITY IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2013-2014 

Improvements in 

Performance (Q.I. 1.1) 
Educational Attainment 

Learners’ Experiences 

 (Q.I. 2.1) 
Learners are motivated  

and actively involved 

 in their own learning 

Meeting Learners’  

Needs (Q.I. 5.3) 
Meeting the needs of all  

Learners and addressing 

barriers to learning 

Curriculum 

 (Q.I. 5.1) 
Ways that curriculum  

areas and subjects  

develop pupils’ capacities 

Self Evaluation 

 (Q.I. 1.1) 
Improvements through  

school and  

teacher self evaluation 

• Our attainment trend compares 

very well with similar schools 

• Attainment in reading and 

writing is very good 

• Attainment in maths is good 

• We have a wide range of 

opportunities for Pupil Voice 

• The PTA and Active Schools 

provide an outstanding range of 

clubs for children 

• We use the resources in the city 

to enhance and enrich learning 

experiences 

• Learners’ experience collaborative 

and independent learning 

opportunities 

• Cooperative learning strategies are 

effective 

• New initiatives motivate pupils 

• PLP targets are discussed and agreed 

with pupils 

• Learning outcomes are shared with 

pupils 

• Displays of high quality work are 

evident 

• Achievements are recognised 

• Excellent innovation in mobile 

technology 

• Good progress in implementing 

Curriculum for Excellence 

• Good progress in developing Big 

Writing 

• Cluster events are good 

• Primary 1 Induction is very good 

• P7 transition is very good 

• Staff familiar with outcomes and 

experiences 

• Health and Wellbeing is very good 

– new leaflets for parents 

 

• Teachers work effectively in stage 

teams 

• Very good partnerships with a 

number of parents and 

organisation 

• Very good support for learning 

• Staff, children and families have 

good relationships 

• School community demonstrates 

high expectations 

• Pastoral Care is very good 

• Services and agencies work 

effectively with school staff 

 

• A good monitoring and evaluation 

calendar is in place 

• School Council  Action Plan made 

excellent contribution to seeking views ; 

views of parents were very positive 

• We celebrate success but are committed 

to improvement 

• Very good Pupil Council  - almost a 

quarter of the pupils stood for election 

• Almost all staff work collaboratively  

• We have shared our good practice with 

colleagues – cluster, city, and national 

• We are making very good use of 

accreditation schemes to develop wider 

achievement opportunities 

• Continue to develop effective 

tracking and monitoring of 

attainment of individual learners 

• Implement SEEMIS On Track  

With Learning 

• Further develop strategies for 

raising attainment including: 

Literacy Rich and SEAL 

• Embed sharing practice, 

standards and moderation 

approaches in school and across 

the cluster  

 

 

• Review and up-date our 

Personal Learning Process 

• Continue to develop and 

improve learners’ experiences 

through effective questioning, 

quality feedback and 

cooperative learning 

• Implement more 

opportunities for 

Personalisation and Choice 

 

• Work effectively with Cluster 

colleagues to develop RME, Science 

and Technologies. Plan to moderate 

identified experiences and outcomes 

• Audit, improve, assess and report in all 

areas of the curriculum 

• Provide opportunities for children and 

parents to be involved in planning 

• Maintain an overview of the outcomes 

and experiences which have been 

addressed to ensure breadth, depth 

and progression in learning 

• Respond to children’s interests and 

needs 

 

• Up-date the Additional Support for 

Learning Policy  

• Further develop consistent approaches 

to support and challenge all learners 

• Further develop a systematic approach 

for sharing and recording professionals’ 

involvement, to ensure effective 

support for all  

• Further develop systematic 

implementation of GIRFEC (Getting It 

Right For Every Child) model 

• Consider new formats for planning 

• Further develop use of SEEMIS to 

record information 

• Develop a Pupil Friendly SQIP 

• Increase the ambition, aspiration and 

expectations of every child 

• Further develop Self Evaluation to support 

excellent learning and teaching in every 

classroom, every day 

• Continue to develop effective leadership 

at all levels 

• Ensure our School Council Action Plan 

supports improved child / parent / carer 

engagement 

• Continue to develop robust approaches to 

quality assurance and moderation 

Improvement Priorities for 2013-14 

 
• On Track with Learning 

• Learning and Teaching Policy 

• Cluster Science Moderation 

• Cluster Technologies 

• Cluster Religious and Moral Education 

Other Areas of Focus 

• Review and update Personal Learning Planning Process 

• Update Support for Learning Policy 

• Implement Literacy Policy 

• Address parental views arising from School Council Survey which informed an 

Action Plan 

• 1:1 mobile learning in P7 Year Group and  1:1 set for Infants 



11.2.14 – Feedback on draft Sciennes Primary Music Policy 

 

1 – Broaden the title / scope of the document 

At present the document is entitled : 

DRAFT CITY OF EDINBURGH INSTRUMENT TUITION AT SCIENNES 

Feedback suggests that parents would appreciate a wider explanation of music at Sciennes 

(which would include CEC instrument policy).  

Could we broaden the title of the document – eg: 

‘Sciennes Primary Music Statement’ or ‘Sciennes Primary Music: Policy and Guidance’ 

Could we broaden the scope of the document to include: 

1. Ethos and approach to music at Sciennes 

• Explain how music fits in to Curriculum for excellence / school life (eg – assembly) 

• Give some examples of year group music activity (eg – p4 Scots Night; p5 Scottish 

Opera) 

• Provide some information about the constraints facing the school as regards music 

provision (particularly re – tuition) and the principle of targeting music tuition at 

pupils who do not currently receive lessons privately 

• Reference the policies which provide the framework for music provision and say that 

they are found on school website. 

o Curriculum for Excellence 

o CEC instrument tuition policy 

o CEC Arts and Learning: Instrumental Music Service Allocation to Clusters Info 

o JG music policy 

 

2. CEC Instrument Tuition at Sciennes 

• Building on the draft document you circulated at the SC meeting (the existing 

headings you’ve got provide good structure), could we have additional information 

on: 

o Who tests pupils? How are pupils tested? 

o How many places are available for strings tuition each year? ( or indicate 

what the constraints on provision are to give parents realistic expectations 

and that a child missing out on tuition doesn’t necessarily reflect their 

musical ability) 



o  What will prevent pupils being tested (eg – clarify if children are already 

learning violin privately they will not be tested BUT that learning other 

instruments, such as piano, is compatible with lessons being offered) 

o Could you say something about what teaching children who access music 

tuition are missing and how this is managed? Eg – acknowledge that music 

tuition may take place during ICT, etc  

o Can you clarify the number of woodwind tuition places available in P6? Does 

learning another instrument out with school preclude pupils from a 

woodwind assessment or offer of lessons? (if so, is it all types of instruments 

or only certain ones?). this would help to give parents a realistic idea of how 

likely it is for the opportunity to be offered. 

 

Would it be possible for Sciennes to commit to letting parents know if their child has been 

offered music tuition? Parents have fed back that they did not know that their child had 

been offered tuition and were not able to be part of that discussion. An 8-year old that 

doesn’t have a musical family is not necessarily well equipped to make the decision on their 

own. What does the school do to communicate this? (it may not be working at present if 

this is being raised by parents). Can this be specified in the document?  

 

 

3. Ensemble Opportunities 

 

Could you expand on ‘ensembles’ info and would it be an idea to have it separate to CEC 

section? Additional subheadings may be helpful here – eg: 

• Sciennes School Orchestra:  lots more info please on who runs it, when it plays / 

practices, how pupils are considered for it (eg – are there open auditions?) 

• Sciennes School Choir: as above 

• Bruntsfield Area Strings Orchestra: (clarify who gets access to this. It says ‘p5-7 

pupils, but is it just pupils already receiving school tuition or is it also pupils receiving 

private tuition, in the school orchestra, etc? Which schools are in the Bruntsfield 

Area Strings Orchestra? 

• Anything else needing a mention under ‘ensembles?’ – eg: ‘Friday Music’? 

 

 

4.  Afterschool Music Clubs – PTA and others 

 

Brief section acknowledging the other ways of accessing music via afterschool clubs and 

other opportunities such as the Council’s Friday Music initiative? 

 

 

5.  Contact for Music 



 

It would be very helpful for the policy to indicate the member of staff who should be the 

first point of contact for parents or pupils who are looking for information on music or if 

they have questions. 

 

 

  


