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  Sciennes Parent Council      
Progress update report  

 
                  

Subgroup:  Buildings and Facilities Date: 12/01/17 

Update by: Laura Bird, Convenor Last 
updated 

date: 

 

 
Progress over last period and current status 

B&F sub group (formerly Playground Improvement Group) reconvened in May 2016.  
All meeting dates have been publicised in the school flyer as open to all and all minutes 

have been posted on the Parent Council blog. 
 
In summary: 

 
In 2016 RHSC announced its intention to finally relocate to Craigmillar in 2018.  With 

this in mind, we met in May and June last year to restart the school's ongoing ambition to 
expand the playground into Sciennes Road.   
 

Ian Hogg volunteered to invite suitable firms to tender for the job of scoping out what 
would be involved.  

 
Laura Bird presented to the Parent Council AGM in June, outlining the three stage 
process that was originally approved by the PC in 2014 and the next steps for realising 

stage 3: playground expansion. 
 

Over the summer holidays, Ian H and Alison Noble invited five firms to tender.  Ian 
scored each and selected the most suitable and best value option.  The scoring matrix 
used is available for anyone who wishes to see it. 

 
Also during the summer holidays a group of local residents formed the Planning Action 

Group Sick Kids.  Laura met twice with this group in August. 
 
Laura also spoke on the telephone and met in person with Linda Hamilton, planning 

officer at Edinburgh Council, to clarify our ambitions for turning some of Sciennes Road 
into playground.  Linda Hamilton is agreeable to and supportive of our ideas; she can 

help us with gaining appropriate consents. 
 
In September 2016 Laura, representing the Sciennes PC, along with PAGSK 

representatives, met with NHS Lothian's director of estates, NHS Lothian's head of asset 
disposal and GVA planning consultants to ensure that NHS Lothian and their agents are 
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clear about the school's ambitions. 

 
In September 2016 the B&F group, including Alison Noble and Angela Christie met with 
CEC officers:Linda Hamilton (planning), Derek Roden (SE Neighbourhood manager), 

Alan Dunlop (transport), John Richmond (traffic) and councillors Steve Burgess, Ian 
Perry and Cameron Rose.  Those present agreed that the school should seek funding for a 

feasibility study and that council officers would assist our appointed consultants (full 
minutes on PC blog). 
 

Concurrent with this meeting Colin Sim identified a number of funding opportunities to 
pay for the proposed feasibility study.  Our first target is the Lottery's Investing in Ideas 

fund for £10k. 
 
Also in September PAGSK organised its first public meeting at the German Speaking 

Church.  About 100 people attended.  Laura Bird spoke for the school to float the idea of 
expanding the playground into the road. 

 
As a result of the September meeting, in November 2016 PAGSK persuaded NHS 
Lothian and their consultants to hold a public consultation meeting at Summerhall.  

About 70 people attended and gave their views (a note was in the weekly flyer before 
Christmas).  I'm pleased to report that people who came to the meeting wanted: 

- walking and cycling put before cars 
- 'something' for the school 
- and were positive about our idea of expanding the playground into the road 

There were also requests for community space on the RHSC site, such as a GP practice or 
meeting rooms. 

 
In January the PAGSK held another meeting to summarise the views collected at the 
larger meeting in November.  Fiona Denvir attended. 

 
Clearly the closure of the hospital throws up lots of possibilities, which could also be 

explored within the Buildings & Facilities group.   

 

 
 

Plans for next period 

 
1. complete Lottery application 
2. If successful, appoint consultants for the feasibility study into stopping up Sciennes 

Road 
3. If not, look for alternative funding 

 

 
 
Parent Council decisions needed 
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