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Progress over last period and current status 

 
The football club has had a successful and mostly smooth first part of the 
season.  There have though been several significant changes (for the better) in 

the last couple of months including completion of an excellent, professionally led 
first aid course over 4 evenings in November, in which 8 current coaches 

participated.  This has significantly improved our first aid coverage at indoor and 
outdoor training and matches. 
 

We also completed the long heralded improvements to the kit room with much 
better shelving and use of the space.  This will make storage of equipment and 

use of the kit room far easier for coaches for many years ahead. 
 
On the training front most teams have moved indoors and will not return outdoors 

till March.  Setting up some of the indoor lets was problematic to start because of 
some of the additional child protection policy documentation Edinburgh Leisure 

was seeking for use of school facilities they were managing as part of a new 
initiative.  Whilst the requirements were relaxed when the status of the Sciennes 
Football Club was recognised, this has prompted us to review whether in the 

current climate having a more comprehensive set of policies might not be a wise 
practice. 

 
Looking ahead, we have one change of approach, for which we are making 
plans.  Instead of offering training taster sessions in June after the Summer Fair, 

we propose to trial opening the Football Club to all P1 children who would like to 
join after the Easter break.  This change is motivated by several factors but 

principally it is driven by demand.  Not only have there been many enquiries over 
a long time about P1 participation in football, but it has also been noted that P1s 
are instead moving to other local clubs.  Whilst this is not a bad thing since the 

most important thing is that the children are getting access to healthy sporting 
activities somewhere, we do want to ensure we maintain a viable level of 

participation for Sciennes Football Club for the long term.  
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Our main challenge in the next month or so is to access an alternative to 

WisePay.  Given the needs of the Football Club with respect to registrations and 
the sales of items of football kit, the best approach would be to work with the 
Parent Council and the School to leverage the new ParentPay system, which 

does offer very similar capabilities to the system it replaces.  We therefore 
propose that the clubs could appoint a ‘clerk’ to take the administrative burden of 

the use of ParentPay for clubs if this is was the primary barrier for clubs to 
access this system.  The alternative, finding a duplicate or second system would 
be require greater net effort not only in terms of administration but also in terms 

of adding complexity for parents who would need to register in multiple systems.  
(Of course shifting back to paper-based operations is not something we wish to 

contemplate.) 
 
 

 
 
Plans for next period 

Establish a new football strip supply - we do have a good stock level at present 
but the supplier we have been using is no longer available to us. 

 
Establish quickly an alternative to WisePay, ahead of plans to offer access to the 

Football Club for P1s. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Parent Council input needed 

 
Help in respect of driving the WisePay replacement – ideally some mechanism to 

tag onto ParentPay. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 


