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SCIENNES PARENT COUNCIL MEETING - DRAFT  

Wednesday, 7 February 2018, 7pm 

Room 16, Sciennes Primary School 

 

 

Voting Attendees: 
Chair - Phoebe Cochrane  
Treasurer - LeeAnne Boyle 

Co-treasurer – Catriona Keerie  

 
Subgroup conveners: 
Building and Facilities - Laura Bird 
Events and Fundraising - Jayanthi Santhanamn  

Football Club – Conrad Grahm 

Communications – Emma Kirk 

Eco – Kirstin Unger 

Clubs – Tim Pask 

 
Year Reps: 

P1 – Shane Buckeridge 

P2 – Amy Allen 

P3 – Rosa Portero 

P5 – Mary Ross 

P6 – Claire Marshall 

P7 – LJ Stewart  

 

Non-voting attendees: 
School: 
Headteacher - Alison Noble  

Deputy Head – Carolyne Anstruther 

Parents and Carers: 
Bethan MacKewan 
Tanya Mackintosh 
 
 

1. Welcome / Apologies 
 
Apologies were received from: 

• Lucy Gallagher 

• Angela Christie 
 
 

2. Minutes from Parent Council meeting held 11.05.17 & Matters Arising 
 
Minutes of Oct 5th meeting were approved. 
 

Matters Arising / actions from Action Log 
 

Feedback on welcome pack received.  A few changes to make (Action 78, Emma – ongoing) 
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Emma working with school on values project – next phase to take to Pupil Council (Action 71, 

Emma/ Alison – ongoing) 

Meeting for parents held to discuss road closure (Action 85 – closed) 

 

Fruit Group now has coordinator and running smoothly (Action 87 – closed) 

 

Gate at back of school now has a bolt and is kept shut (Action 88 – closed) 

 
Afternoon break for P1 and P2 to bring finishing times into line.  City of Edinburgh Council are 

reviewing finishing times.  Action – Alison to enquire about progress and to report back 

(Action 89 – Alison) 

 
Still need to communicate decision about school skiing.  This has been done once since it was 

raised as an issue, but it is still something that is asked about.  (Action 23, Alison) 
 
 

3. Head Teacher Report 
 
Alison referred everyone to the Head Teachers Report: 
 

Referred to the section on class organization for next year.  Likely that next year’s P2 will retain the 

teaching arrangement of P1 as numbers are anticipated to be high.  At the same time, next year’s 

P1 might be smaller – currently at 75. 

 
 

4  Treasurer’s report 

 

LeaAnne referred everyone to her report. 

Current balance is £7,295 

A payment of about £5,000 was made to the school just before Christmas to cover many of the 

items which were approved in the Autumn. 

At their recent meeting, FSS agreed to fund £800 towards the sensory room and £3,000 towards 

iPads, subject to PC approval of iPads. 

 

 

5. Group Updates 

Communication 

Emma referred everyone to her report. 

The (usually) weekly emails have been going out to class reps, involving  close liaison with Jay and 

other Group leaders about events. 

Would like to be able to enroll people into easyfundraising at school fairs, but needs WiFi and 

laptop/tablet, to demonstrate how easy and straight forward it is to use. 

Feedback received on the welcome pack and a few changes to make. 

Considerable time spent working on a new Parent Council website.  Structure agreed.  Next step is 

to review content.  Have the help of a P1 parent.  Would like volunteers to test the new site once 

built. 
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Values project next step is to present to Pupil Council. 

 

There was a question about set parent council email addresses for the various office bearers and 

groups to avoid having to use personal emails.  It was agreed that individuals could set these up 

on gmail.  Action 90 – group leaders, office bearers. 

 

Clubs 

Guitar club has started again (having not being running since the summer) with Trish (ex bike 

club). 

The timetable has been updated with links 

Eliot has taken over the cluster Active School Coordinator role 

Action 91: Alison to arrange a meeting between Tim and Eliiot 

There have been heating issues with the school pool which have affected swimming club, but 

these have now been resolved. 

 

Query via a year rep about the price differentials between clubs.  It was explained that the 

individual club providers set the price and prices tend to reflect the costs that they incur.  

 

Query about club start times and that it would be more convenient if they could start earlier.  It was 

explained that until 3.20 the school is still operational and it causes disturbance if clubs start before 

then.  Also, officially CEC lets start at 4pm; the time at which rooms can be officially used for other 

purposes.  The teachers use their rooms after school and have to give their consent to their room 

being used by a club. 

 

EFG 

Reported great support in the events so far and particularly pleased with the P6 involvement in the 

Winter Fair.  Jay looks forward to similar support for the social events this term and the Summer 

Fair next term. 

It was suggested that it might be worth asking other year group parents to help with the P6/7 disco 

as P6/7 children may not want their parent’s there. 

Considered whether the Summer Fair should be put back one week to avoid clashing with 

teacher’s report preparation. Action 92, Jay to clarify date 

It was noted that this year’s P7 have not had a chance to run stalls at a fair – last summer it was 

last years P7s and this Winter Fair worked with P6s.  Action 93, Jay to involve P7 in Summer 

fair  

Fiona and Bethan presented ideas for the sponsored event. 

Based on pupil choice, P1 – 4 will do a swimathon, whilst P5 – 7 will do ‘Meadows Meyhem’ 

The swimathon incentivizes swimming and helps the school identify non-swimmers who can 

benefit from free lessons (funded by FSS).  A group of older children are very involved in 

organizing the Meadow Meyhem. 

 

Buildings and Facilities 

Laura updated the meeting on progress – consultation of the parent community of road closure had 

been very positive and the group is now consulting the neighbouring community to gauge their 
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support / otherwise.  Plan for Councillors to put the road closure as a motion to a Transport 

Committee meeting (had hoped for February, but now more likely to be May) 

 

It was recommended that the Group re-engage with Ironside Farrer, who did the feasibility study, 

for advice on what else we need to do. 

 

Health and Wellbeing 

Sensory room continues to be used for specific children and other individuals when needed.  The 

Bubble Tube (huge lava lamp) needs replacing as does some of the other equipment. 

Specific groups are also benefiting from H and W sessions in the GP room 

The use of Lego Build to Express is being very successful whereby children express themselves 

through building models. 

Shona Permain is taking forward Anne O’Connel’s survey of the dinning hall – levels of noise, 

eating habits etc to try and improve the experience. 

Lyndsey Dodds is also looking at food / healthy snacks. 

 

Building on positive feedback of last year’s mental health awareness week, a similar week is 

planned for this year.  Plan to focus the evening event for parents on the importance of sleep and 

managing sleep.  Engaging with Sleep Scotland who are interested in piloting an initiative with a 

primary school. 

Alison Outred is returning with sessions for parents on the introverted child and understanding 

personality types. 

 

Reported that the Fruit Group have enough money for the year and that it is running smoothly. 

 

Query via P7 year rep about children being hurried while eating their packed lunches.  Action 94 – 

Yr rep to ask parent to talk to Alison. 

 

Eco-Group 

Kirstin had to leave the meeting early so meeting was referred to the slides: 

WHAT WE’VE BEEN DOING 

Pupil eco-group 

Planting 

Planning 

Liaising with kitchen staff about reducing single use plastics 

PLANS FOR NEXT PERIOD 

Outdoor learning week: 

 Maintenance: Some work needed to repair beds at the Huts 

 Planting:  Plan to have a timetable to give opportunity for anyone to be involved 

 P1’s  Bedding plants sourced from Inch nursery  

 P2’s (Feb/March) Potato chitting and planting in bags and raised bed  

 P3’s (Feb/March) carry over plan from last period (microgreens, garlic, peas, rhubarb) 
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 P4’s (March/April) Hoping to have visit and practical at CEC Inch Nursery,   

 P5’s (Date?) Planning stages with Meadows Community Garden group for a session  

 P6 class remaining (May) Runner beans and strawberries 

 P7 (April/May) seeds summer pollinators, Nastursiums, sweet peas, sunflowers 

  Second-hand clothes.  Invitation to go to flier shortly 

 Uniform sale – early spring 

 

Football 

Conrad reported: 

Club using outdoor spaces, mainly Peffermill, for winter training. 

Also used Golden Grey external coaching 

Football Club constitution has been updated – this was approved by the PC 

The club will soon be inviting P1s to join and sending out a newslettter 

 

Question about the gender split which is about 2:1 boys: girls 

 

6.  Spending request 

 

This request was approved by the meeting, including £500 for the green roof playhouse. 

There was some concern about the footprint of the ‘conifer forest’ taking up playground space. 

 

7. Open Space 

Security 

CEC Health and Safety reviewed school security a few years ago and were happy with it.  Girls 

toilet door used to be locked out side playtimes, but recently has been left open in the mornings as 

so may classes are doing outdoor learning.  School will start locking the toilets again apart from 

playtimes.  In the past the school has looked at having a security door near the Janitors office, but, 

with the boys toilet situated where it is, this is not practicable.  There is an upcoming meeting of the 

new Facilities Management Group.  Alison will ask advice and report back.  Action 95 – Alison 
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Painting  

Could P3 parents be asked to provide a painting over-shirt to prevent school clothes getting so 

dirty.  Action 96 – Yr 3 rep to communicate this via class reps 

 

Recruitment and selection training 

Next training 27th Feb – Alison encourages anyone interested to take part 

 

Date of the next Parent Council meeting is 3rd May. 


