
Headteacher’s Report 
18th September 2019 

 
 
Staffing 
At the end of session 2018/19 we said goodbye to the following staff who left Sciennes 
 
Saara Reid - Business Manager 
Morag Crolla - Seconded Depute Head Teacher 
Shona Pearmain - Principal Teacher 
Cathy Gibb - Class Teacher 
Mel Ross - Class Teacher 
Katie Stewardson - Class teacher who was on a career break. 
Caroline Kennedy - Pupil Support Assistant 
 
Beth Walker who has been a PE teacher for many years at Sciennes and works with us on a 
Tuesday will retire at the October break. We will seek to find a replacement PE teacher. 
 
We welcomed some new staff 
 
Our new probationers are 
Sophie Mitchell P3 and Mr Stewart Johnson P5. 
Stavros Tsarnos has returned to take PE classes and he also works in P5 Ms Dodds' class on a 
Friday. 
Mollie Lavery is a MA 3rd year student from Edinburgh University. Molly will be with us all 
year. She is currently in P7 and in January will move to the Early Years part of the school. 
 
We are recruiting for a Business Manager, a permanent Principal Teacher and a temporary 
Principal Teacher until June 2021. The deadline for applying has now closed and we will let 
you know the outcome in due course. 
 
Key Dates 
Thursday 19 September is the P1 Curriculum Evening 
Parent Consultations is 1 October/3 October 
Nasal Flu Vaccinations - 3 October 
Lagganlia P7 - 7-11 October 
October Holiday - School closes at 12.05 for all on Friday 11 October and reopens for staff 
on Monday 21 October and for pupils on Wednesday 23 October. 
Wednesday 30 October - Open Day for prospective P1 catchment children ( session 
2020/21) 
 
Newsletters 
HT wanted to acknowledge the input of Emma Kirk (communications) in helping with our 
newsletter questionnaire in session 2018/19. Newsletters have been streamlined with a 
consistent school layout. They now cover all curricular areas and will go out four times per 
year instead of three times as in previous years. 
 



School Street Scheme 
HT referred to previous emails and the weekly roundup re the school street scheme. 
Volunteers are needed and PC help would be appreciated. HT asked PC for ideas re 
promoting this further and for discouraging dangerous and inappropriate parking. A 
resident in Tantallon had written to the school and the local MP re parents parking over a 
driveway. 
 
Swimathon/P1 Challenge Fun Run 
Both were very successful events. The theme of the swimathon and the run being  'do the 
best you can'. There was a real sense of inclusion and everyone succeeded. The run was 
postponed on the Monday but took place on the Friday in glorious sunshine! HT thanked all 
involved in the roundup but omitted Debbie Stove so wanted to formally acknowledge the 
tremendous assistance Debbie gave in helping to coordinate and being pool side all week. 
Debbie was fantastic at encouraging everyone.  
 
Improvement Plan 2019/20 
This was referred to in the roundup and the main areas are 
Learning, Teaching and Assessment Strategy 
Literacy 
Homework 
Reporting 
Play Based Learning in P1 
Pupil Equity Fund initiatives 
Assessment and Moderation (Numeracy) at a cluster level with our associated primary 
schools and James Gillespie's High School. 
 
HT Vision for the Parent Council 
We strongly value the work of the Parent Council in representing the wider Parent Forum. A 
Parent Council work most effectively when the Parent Council and the school work together 
transparently and collaboratively. In that way we can make our school better for our 
children, parents, staff and community. However, if any parent has a concern, they should 
raise this with the school immediately and not feel they have to wait for the next Parent 
Council Meeting. We want to help resolve issues as soon as they occur. HT wants to formally 
state that he is grateful for the work and support that the Sciennes Parent Council gives in 
representing the parent forum ( all the parents in the school) and the school is looking 
forward to working with L-J Stewart and Morven Cadell in their new roles as chair and vice 
chair. 
 
 


