
SAFE AND SERENE IN SCIENNES  
Strategic Definition  

Introduction  
Sciennes Primary School was fortunate to be part of the School Streets Pilot from 
October 2015. The pilot was a success measured through a reduction in traffic 
congestion and speed, an increase in active travel and parent and resident perception 
surveys. The scheme was made permanent, however, since Sciennes Road acts as a 
through road it has required intensive enforcement by volunteer parents to close the 
street. Without parents present, traffic continues to flow freely as there is no enforcement 
by police. It has been difficult to recruit volunteers who have therefore had to prioritise 
their resource to school drop-off and Friday pick-up only to enforce the traffic restrictions; 
the current system is not sustainable in the long-term. A permanent solution is 
necessary to prevent a return to congestion and the problems that brings at the school 
gate.  

The school and parent body have a long history of being committed to active travel and 
safer school streets. We have made significant gains and changed behaviour.  

By Autumn 2020, the Royal Hospital for Sick Children also located on Sciennes Road is 
due to move. This presents a unique opportunity to re-imagine this section of Sciennes 
Road for the school and wider community.  

In addition, the playground space at Sciennes Primary School is known across the city to 
be severely inadequate for the size of school and to fulfil the schools Active Play 
Strategy. By creating the Safer Route to School, the road space can be reclaimed for 
use by primary age children during school hours and, outwith these hours and during 
school holidays, it can be used by the local community.  

Aim  
To transform the school run to Sciennes Primary School and create a pleasant 
community space replacing Sciennes Road for the benefit of the school and wider 
community.  

The objectives of the project are:  
1. To create a permanent vehicle free area outside the school gate by Sept 2020  

2. To improve safety crossing streets near school entrance by reducing vehicle speeds 
and volume around the primary school at the beginning and end of the school day by 
Sept 2020  

3. To increase the number of cyclists of varying abilities and ages in the immediate 
vicinity of the school by improving road safety by January 2021  

4. To provide a people-prioritised pleasant and bio-diverse environment replacing 
Sciennes Road for the benefit of the school and wider community  

5. To improve air quality in the vicinity of Sciennes School with reductions in Nitrogen 
Oxide to below 300 by December 2020  



Strategies the project is linked to  

The proposed project is closely aligned with the City of Edinburgh Councils Transport 
Action Plans that can be found here: 
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20204/council_planning_framework/1062/transport 
_action_plans  

The active travel plan states:  

“Active travel is at the heart of the Council’s Transport 2030 Vision and its Local 
Transport Strategy 2014---‐‑�19 (LTS), as well as the Road Safety Plan for Edinburgh to  

2020. It can make a big contribution to many Single Outcome Agreement (SOA) 
objectives including on health, the environment and economic development. Active 
Travel will also directly contribute to the targets set out in the Cycling Action Plan for 
Scotland and the National Walking Strategy.  

Transport 2030 overall vision  

‘By 2030, to make Edinburgh’s transport system one of the most environmentally 
friendly, healthiest and most accessible in northern Europe.’  

Political support  

The 4 local Councillors, Cllr Perry , Cllr Burgess, Cllr Cameron and Cllr Dickie have all 
given practical and vocal support for the Safe and Serene to Sciennes Project.  

October 2013: The first motion in support of the project was in October 2013 at the 
Education Committee, proposed by Cllr Burgess.  

2014: A survey of the solum of the road was commissioned by Cllr Perry (supporting 
document)  

2017: Cllr support for Edinburgh South Locaility funding to fund a feasibility study. 2018 
and 2019 Alison Dickie arranged a series of meetings to agree action to  

improve signage around the school  

2018 Sarah Burns and the South Locality Team CEC have provided significant support 
and partnership working  

2019 Cameron Rose commissioned a council officer to scope out and cost the next 
phase for a Sustrans grant application.  

2019 Letter of support for the project from MP Ian Murray (Labour) and local Councillors 
(Appendix I)  

	  


