
Sciennes Parent Council – 27th February 2020 
Head Teacher’s Report 

 
STAFFING 
The new Senior Leadership came along to the meeting to meet the Parent Council. Andrew introduced: 
 
John Armstrong - Permanent Principal Teacher 
Jenni McGrouther - Principal Teacher until June 2021 
Steve Davies - Business Manager 
 
Andrew also mentioned that Rob Bravesmith is teaching PE on a Monday (to replace Beth Walker who 
retired in October) until the end of this school session. 
 
BENMORE 
It was a hugely successful primary 6 residential with the staff at Benmore being very complimentary about 
our children. Andrew thanked the staff for giving of their own time away from their families to go with the 
children. It is much appreciated and never taken for granted. 
 
EMPOWERMENT FOR PARENT PARTICIPATION 
The school is keen to look at ways to improve Communication. In a large organisation like Sciennes this can 
be a challenge at times and Andrew would like to work with a small group of parents ( up to 10) along with 
Emma Kirk from the Parent Council (Communications) to explore ways to improve how we communicate. 
The commitment is likely to be for one meeting. 
 
All schools in Edinburgh have to update their anti-bullying/equalities policy in line with council guidelines 
by December 2020. At Sciennes we want to start working on it this term. We have new pupil Equality 
Advisors in P7 and we are looking to extend this to P4. The pupils will help us to create the policy. We 
would also like parents to be involved so Andrew will be looking for a group of up to 20 parents to help out 
with this. The commitment is likely to be for up to 3 meetings. 
 
Information will come out through class reps and from the school. 
 
REPORTING 
We have been working on improving our Reporting based on feedback from parents, children and staff. In 
April, parents will receive a report covering Literacy and Numeracy/Mathematics with next steps. This will 
form part of the basis of the parent consultation in April with a discussion on the next steps. At the end of 
June, another report will be issued with a tick sheet covering all curriculum areas indicating if your child is 
on track. You will also receive the Personal and Social part of the report then. Information will be out soon 
as to how we will develop and embed this approach next school session. 
 
SHARING CLASS EXPERIENCE 
On Tuesday 3rd and Wednesday 4th March, teachers will be observing lessons delivered by teaching 
colleagues in Sciennes. Our new Quality Improvement and Education Officer, Marie Lyon will also take 
part. Our focus will be on teacher feedback and children leading the learning. 
 
VANDALISM IN THE PLAYGROUND 
We have had recent instances of vandalism in our playground. This happened in the February break on a 
number of evenings and on subsequent occasional Saturday evenings. We have reported this to the police. 
If this continues, we may have to close our playground after 9pm on weekdays and at weekends. We are 
keen to avoid this if possible. 


