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SCIENNES PARENT COUNCIL AGM - DRAFT  
Thursday, 13 June 2019, 6.30pm 

Room 16, Sciennes Primary School 
 
Voting Attendees: 
Chair - Phoebe Cochrane  
Vice-chair – L-J Stewart 
Treasurer - LeeAnne Boyle  
 
Subgroup conveners: 
EFG –  Fran Armour 
Building and Facilities - Laura Bird 
Clubs: Morven Cadell, Janine Ridley  
Communications - Emma Kirk 
Chess Club – Mome Mukheyei 
Football – Gordon Stove 
 
Year Reps: 
P6 Mary Ross 
P6: Claire Marshall 
P7: L-J Stewart 
 
Non-voting attendees: 
School: 
Andrew Hunter – Head Teacher 
Jenny McGrouther – class teacher 
Lucy Walker – class teacher 
 
Parents and Carers: 
Cathy McCormack 
Bob Carr 
Christine Rednall 
Donna Mearns 
 
 
1. Welcome / Apologies 
Andrew Hunter, recently appointed HT was welcomed to the meeting. 
Attendees introduced themselves. 
 
Apologies were received from: 
Rosa Portero – P4 Year Rep 
Shane Buckeridge – P2 Year Rep 
Claire Marshall – P7 Year rep 
Lucy Gallagher – DHT 
Carolyn Anstruther – DHT 
 
 
2. Minutes from 2018 Parent Council AGM  
 
Minutes of 2018 AGM were approved with the following corrections:  
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Catherine McCormack to be recorded as attending.  £4,289.05 to be added as the bank balance 
on 14 June 2018. 
 
3. Treasurer’s Report 
 
LeeAnne presented the independently reviewed accounts which are available on the Parent 
Council website. 
 
She reported on the money raised this year £24,389 combined FC and FSS) – down from last 
year (£36,185) due to the postponement of the sponsored event and the £5,000 grant we 
received last year.  However, both fairs raised more than last year.  (See AGM slides on PC 
website) 
 
Current bank balance £13,445 as of 14 June 2019.  
Committed funds of £11933 for Lets £551, projectors £1800, Baking £850, 1in5 £950, 
playground £600, Music subscriptions £590, water cooler £180, Planting £550, Class packs 
£3362, £1500 loose parts 
Will hold on to a £1,000 surplus as the Winter Fair, towards the end of the first term is the 
first major fundraiser. 
 
LeeAnne noted that ‘Connect’, formerly SPTC, provides advice and training for PC members, as 
well as insurance.  
 
Leeanne thanked Susan Dunlop who reviewed the accounts and all the parents who help her 
count the money at the various events. 
 
Phoebe thanked LeaAnne for all her hard work.  
 
 
4. Group Reports 
All group leaders spoke to their slides – available on the Parent Council website. 
 
EFG 
Fran highlighted the positive feedback from the Fairs and the social events.  The social events 
were more interactive this year which worked well, especially for the P4/5 event.  
She also made particular mention of the P5 Enterprise stalls at the summer fair.  Fran had 
been into the school to talk to P5 prior to the fair about enterprises.  The range and nature of 
the stalls they set up was really impressive. 
 
Going forward, the sponsored events will be in September – it is thought , for a number of 
reasons, this will be better for parents and the school.  It will likely be a swimathon for the 
lower school ‘swim your best’ and a ‘meadows mayhem’ for the upper school, probably 
contracted out.  
 
Phoebe thanked Fran for all her hard work and congratulated her on an outstanding year. 
 
Comms 
Emma has worked on: 

• Class and year rep change over ; 
• Promotion of the PC and Groups at the P1 Curriculum evening; 
• Over 40 PC emails via class reps; 
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• Class newsletter survey; 
• Homework survey; 
• P1 welcome packs; 
• School badges – now recouped just short of 50% of the outlay.  

 
Phoebe thanked Emma noting how efficient and professional she is. 
 
Clubs  
Morven and Janine reported a smooth year despite the building works.  No clubs had to be 
cancelled which was great.  They are now sorting out dates for next year and putting in the 
application for lets.  The rooms for each club will be allocated at the beginning of next term. 
 
Phoebe thanked Morven and Janine for managing the clubs so smoothly this year. 
 
Playground development Group 
Funding application had been submitted to Sustrans for all the preparatory work to apply for 
road closure.  We will hear about this on 24th June.  Big thank you to Kirstin Unger who really 
pulled it together. 
 
There had been a recent meeting with the Playground team from CEC about the materials and 
maintenance of the existing playground. 
 
Laura would like to step down and looking for some ‘new blood’ to take the group forward.  
 
Phoebe thanked Laura for all her work over the last few years. 
 
Eco group. 
Kirstin wasn’t able to attend the meeting.  Please see her slide in the AGM presentation. 
 
Phoebe thanked Kirstin in her absence. 
 
Chess Club 
Mome highlighted the success of the club and the achievements of the children in various 
competitions.  The club is currently full.  The club still has a surplus despite supporting 
children who qualify for free school meals with the fees and funding the P4 workshops. The 
P4 workshops had been a huge success. Mome highlighted several vacancies on the 
committee. 
 
Phoebe thanked Mome and noted how successful the chess club is 
 
Football club 
Please see detailed slides for football club report. 
It has been another successful year for the club.   
The P6/7 girls team will be playing in the cup final this coming Saturday against Mary Erskine. 
 
Phoebe thanked Gordon and remarked on how impressive it is when you see all the boys and 
girls playing out on the Meadows on Saturday mornings. 
 
5. Head Teachers Report  
Andrew Hunter highlighted some of the recent activities and remarked on how impressed he 
had been with the children who engaged with the UNICEF reps who visited – the children had 
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had no time to prepare, but were articulate and resolute in their vocalization of rights – a 
result of years of work at Sciennes working towards and becoming a ‘rights respecting school’.   
He also highlighted how amazing the P7 show had been. 
 
Andrew reflected on his first year at Sciennes, getting an understanding of the school and how 
it works and building relationships with the children, staff and parents.  He has been 
enormously impressed with the children and also the engagement and contributions that the 
parents make in many different ways.  Fruit group is unique to Sciennes and is very special. 
 
The building work has been a challenge and thanks to JGPS for housing two P6 classes over 
the Spring term.  The playground also presents some challenges – keeping it safe in a way that 
is manageable and affordable whilst maintaining the ethos of the playground. 
 
In September, there will be an evening events with a talk about the history of Sciennes. 
 

• There has been some work in developing the School Quality Improvement Plan (SQIP).  
Evaluation of teaching and learning to develop a strategy across the school to ensure 
consistency. 

• School will be examining the curriculum to provide rationale for what is being taught. 
• There will be a focus on writing with the JGHS cluster primary schools. 
• Play-based learning will be rolled out in P1 and a very generous donation received by 

the school will be used to resource this. 
• There has been work on a behavior strategy – next stage is to involve the children and 

tie it into the school values. 
• Survey on learning at home.  Plan to take forward findings of survey with a parent 

group. 
• Develop additional challenges for the most able children.  Sciennes has excellent PSA to 

assist any children that are struggling; but could do more to cater for children who 
could be challenged more. 

 
6. Preliminary findings of survey 
 
Emma presented a preliminary analysis of the survey.  Please refer to the slides. 
Two things that stood out were that children are not getting much maths homework and the 
spelling/ literacy homework isn’t felt to be very stimulating. 
 
7. Appointment of Office Bearers 
 
Chair: L-J nominated by Phoebe / seconded by LeaAnne – L-J elected. 
 
Vice-Chair: Morven nominated by L-j / seconded by Emma - Morven elected 
 
Treasurer: LeeAnne nominated by Phoebe / seconded by Catherine - LeeAnne re-elected. 
 
Events & Fundraising : Fran nominated by Emma / seconded by Phoebe – Fran re-elected. 
 
All year reps are happy to continue 
 
L-J thanked Phoebe and gave her flowers 
Andrew presented Phoebe and Laura with flowers as they are stepping down from their roles. 
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Vacant positions: 
Co-treasurer 
Clubs co-convener 
Playground Development Group Convenor 
Clerk 
Someone to take on the uniform sales 
Members for an EFG committee. 
 
Those relevant should get info on these roles to Emma for her to include in PC email. 
 
 
The meeting finished at 8.30pm.   
 
 
 
The next meeting details for the 2019-2020 session are to be provided in due course. 


