
Sciennes PC meeting
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Agenda



Introduction

• Welcome

• Previous minutes

• Apologies



PC updates

• Parental engagement events

• Building work

• Safer Streets

• Recruitment and Selection training

• Clubs update



Questions from parents



Headteacher’s update



Treasurer’s report





Events and Fundraising Group



SMART Sciennes

2020/2021 Fundraising Plan to Refresh Current Technologies



TARGET £40,000

Methods:

• Individual Giving Campaign

• Grant applications

• Individualised fundraising by our young people



Why now? 

Our need

75% of SMART Boards in 

school do not work.

Major barrier to in school 

learning and developing 

digital literacy in our young 

people

Our output

Our fundraising campaign 

will seek to raise the 

amount needed from our 

school community, local 

community and family

Equipment can be bought 

incrementally at certain 

goal points

Our outcome

Ensuring that our 

technology is relevant to 

today’s learners

Raising attainment

The ability to create whole 

lessons should lockdown 

happen again



Individualised Giving Campaign

Friends of Sciennes School (FSS) SC029465

The purpose of the Trust is to advance the education of the pupils at 
Sciennes Primary School by providing and/or assisting in the provision 
of facilities for education and ancillary thereto and in furtherance 
thereof the Trustees shall seek:

• To provide extra resources, facilities and equipment which will give 
additional benefits and improvements to the educational life of the 
school.



Justgiving Campaign Page

• Easy to use

• Financially accessible for all – donor sets their own amount

• Digital so lessens exchange of money in current climate

• Easily shareable via school social media and trickle down effect 
through our community and relatives

• Benefit of Gift Aid on top of donations

• Page can be regularly updated with progress, testimonials, totals



Grant Applications

• Grant applications have a turnaround time of about 6 months

• Very few funders will accept applications from school charities

• Hard to prove real disadvantage in terms of…

Plans to approach 

• Bank of Scotland Foundation – Reach Fund

• Wolfson Foundation



Young People take the Lead

• Encouraging philanthropy amongst our young people

• We are very lucky to have a wonderful, creative and dedicated pupil 
body who have proved that they can be innovative fundraisers

• We will fully involve the children in the campaign at every turn



Pupil Power
• Our young people may take the initiative to fundraise themselves

• They also learn confidence in public speaking, how to make a case, 
how to choose a charity, research skills, fundraising and 
entrepreneurial skills, tolerance and empathy. 

• They also learn how to organise through setting up cake stalls, 
markets, bike-a-thons and walk-a-thons.



Strengths

- Engaged parent body

- Engaged local community

- Desire for best schooling experience for our 

children

- Not wishing to fall behind cluster schools

- ICT experience during lockdown

- Successful large campaign for playground proves 

it can work

Weaknesses

- May be perceived as the responsibility of local 

government or national government. 

- New method of fundraising

- Parents of older pupils may have fundraising 

fatigue after playground campaign

- Parents may have negative experience of the 

execution and results of the playground 

campaign

Opportunities

- Parents have had first-hand experience of their 

children’s increased digital engagement during 

lockdown. Now is the right time to carry this 

forward, transferring and building those skills 

within in-class learning. 

- Ability to easily train our young people in 

valuable IT skills, should another lockdown arise. 

Ability to record lessons to share

Threats

- Potential second lockdown. Parents may be 

anticipating this and oppose fundraising for tech 

that can only be used in school when the 

children are not present.



Business as Usual



Fun-raising at Sciennes

• Year on year we manage as a school community between £20-£25K

• We achieve this through our fairs, sponsored events, Christmas card 
sales, uniform sales, tea towels and social events

• We are incredibly lucky to have an engaged school community who 
helps us achieve this target every year



Every penny goes back into our school to buy essential equipment and 
ensure equality of opportunity across the whole school

• Essential Equipment: The Parent Council pay and provide class packs 
to each class. These include essential classroom items such as 
stationary. Every pencil borrowed comes out of these packs

• Responding to school needs: The Parent Council paid for a Sumdog
subscription for the whole school to use during lockdown

• Equality of opportunity: The Parent Council provides the school with 
funds to ensure that all children can access school camps, social 
events and trips



Planned initiatives

Thanks to our wonderful fundraising team we already have a number 
of initiatives underway as part of our ‘business as usual’

• Tea towels for new primary one pupils

• Christmas cards for whole school

• Winter fair replaced with winter hampers (NEW)

• Sponsored events in new year – this might not be done in school

• Summer Fair in May if possible – alternative initiative will need to be 
in place



Sciennes Christmas Cards

• We have decided this year to keep the production of cards within the 
local community.

• We are using Print Pixels, a family owned company who are part of 
our Sciennes community

• A pack of cards will cost £6 this year to help recoup money that 
would’ve been raised during our winter fair

• Most children have been given carte blanche over their design this 
year



Winter Hampers



Hamper Contents

• We are hoping in the first instance to reach out to our Sciennes
community to source items to put into the hamper

• Then we would approach local businesses for donations towards the 
hampers

• We must be mindful that in current circumstances small businesses 
are under pressure

• We need to minimise donations from within the school due to 
hygiene restrictions



Winter Hampers

There are two possibilities for this that we’d appreciate your input on:

1) The sale of hampers to order amongst whole school community.

2) Raffling off 2 hampers per class (a total of 44 hampers)

• Large scale operation would need a huge number of donations from 
local community and businesses

• Smaller scale increases the size of the hampers but lessens the 
chances of parents receiving them. A 1 in 15 chance roughly

• We would keep raffle tickets within each class group



Winter Crafts

• We have such talent amongst our school community. We are 
massively indebted to our craft team led by Linda and Estelle who 
wonderful items for our fairs each year. 

• Linda and her team are looking to create beautiful centrepieces which 
will either be available to order in advance or to raffle off



An example of 
what will be on 
offer. Plants will 
reflect 
seasonality



We value and welcome your thoughts


