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1. Will there be a Parent Consultation in October, and if not, how does the school plan to 

inform parents about their children's progress at school? Will the teachers be doing 

Zoom consultations? (As we presume parents' night is cancelled) 

 

Parent Consultations will take place Tues 10th and Thurs 12th November and 

will be online using Microsoft Teams. If there are technical problems - such as 

bandwidth limitations - a backup contingency plan will be to conduct meetings 

by telephone. Further detail will be issued soon. (Use of Zoom is prohibited in 

City of Edinburgh Council due to security issues.) 

 

2. While the current lunches are free - they also feel like waste of food and preparation 

efforts. The cold pizza wrapped in plastic feels like a missed opportunity for 

something more healthy and made with less plastic, saturated fat, palm oil, etc. What 

could be a path to a heather lunch alternative? Assuming we would be reusing the 

current budget, and replacing the current food? Could parents contract another 

provider? Could the menu be reviewed in advance? 

 

New menu may include hot meals. Lunches are provided by City of Edinburgh 

Council catering services and the school does not have a catering budget. 

 

3. Can the school tell us please if the children are being assessed for any lockdown 

learning gaps, and how any identified learning gaps will be addressed? 

 

Our Support for Learning (SfL) Team has been very proactive in conducting 

assessments which have been shared with staff. CEC has appointed a Closing 

the Gap teacher to our Cluster. Mr Pierre Fuentes has just completed six 

weeks at Sciennes undertaking surveys and having dialogue with groups of 

pupils. He has also supported SfL assessments. 

DHT assessment of reading groups  

Teacher assessment and consolidation of work 

Whole school focus on Literacy, Numeracy and Health and Wellbeing 

 

4. When will Sciennes Saturday football return please?  

 

We have had no indication yet but will continue to be guided by City of 

Edinburgh advice on extra-curricular activities. 

 

5. How can it be ensured please that Sciennes pupils' foreign language learning 

continues with the same language from S1 at Gillespie's, as we understand should be 

the case? Unfortunately, last year's P7s learned just Spanish for several years, only to 

find upon transitioning to S1 at Gillespie's that Spanish won't be available to study 

until S3. 

 

Spanish will be taught from P1-P7 with some French from P5-P7 later in the 

year. Cluster meetings are being held this year to discuss continuity and will 

be supported by the CEC Senior Leader for Languages, former Sciennes 

teacher Bethan Owen.  

 

 



Parent Council Meeting 7.10.20 Questions and Answers 

2 
 

6. What happens re home learning if a child needs to self-isolate due to a family member 

having COVID?  How will they continue to learn and by what means? 

 

Packs with work being sent home. Homework via Teams / Seesaw 

 

7. What plans are in place if entire classes need to stay at home due to COVID regarding 

continued learning?  

 

SeeSaw P1-3 and Teams P4-7 will be used for continued learning should 

entire classes need to stay at home due to COVID. 

New example grid created and shared with staff. 

Prior learning during summaries of work in lockdown shared so that there is 

no duplication of work.  

 

8. Why has it taken so long for homework to be issued given we spent several weeks 

before the end of term 'learning' how to use Teams/SeeSaw and submitting homework 

that way?  

 

It was felt that pupils returning to school was a significant change to what 

they had experienced during an extended absence. Taking into account 6 

hours of school per day, we felt providing additional homework could be 

overwhelming for some. That is why we took the decision to commence 

homework more gradually now we can be satisfied children are settled back 

into a more normal learning structure.  

 

9. what plans are there for P6 to have cycling lessons? When is this being rescheduled 

and why can't it happen now?  

 

Traditionally the P6s receive three weeks of cycle training which take place in 

the playground, in neighbouring streets and out along the cycle paths (which 

do not lend themselves to social distancing). It was felt that given the return to 

school looking very different, October was not the best time to do this, 

especially as we were not in a position to ask for parent volunteers to support. 

We are still in touch with the cycle trainers and have expressed our intentions 

to organise cycle training for the P6s in the new year. 

 

10. Is the school organising any activities in place of the cancelled Benmore trip. 

 

Staff have already begun to discuss potential outdoor learning activities to 

take the place of the P6 Benmore and P7 Lagganlia trips which have 

regrettably been cancelled. We are not bound by time (October and February) 

so will look to have these in place later in the year in warmer weather and 

preferably at a time when volunteers can again work with the children. We are 

very grateful for the offers of support we have received from parents. 

 

11. An issue on school meals. While I understand the difficulty of providing lunches 

under Covid restrictions, it seems that there have been several times (including today 

and not including Fridays as expected) when the kids have only had ordinary bread 

sandwiches not the bagel or baguette or wrap etc on the ParentPay menu. Is there an 

explanation for this? Is it more cost-cutting? I feel that the "variety" is limited enough 
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without this happening on what appears to be a regular basis. Any answers would be 

appreciated. 
 

There were some teething problems at the beginning of the new system as many                

people had not ordered resulting in some children not getting what they had ordered. 

The bread is sent in to the school kitchen on a daily basis. We will raise the issue 

though.  

 

12. This may have been raised by others but I would like to know if the school milk will 

be reinstated. Very happy to pay for it as we did last year through ParentPay. Think 

it’s really important that growing kids get milk during the day. I think they were 

previously given it in individual cartons with straws so shouldn’t pose an increased 

risk of infection? It would also support whatever dairy/business we used to get it 

from.  
       

School milk orders are going out this week. Refunds for the summer term are being 

processed. 

 

13. The issue with the class photos from last term. I've done a bit of digging, and it 

appears a letter WAS sent out, which had a browser link & Pass code. It seems that 

many parents missed out, probably due to the confusion prior to lockdown. Basically, 

we just need to get that code and resend emails to everyone. I'll try calling them again 

today.  
 

Thanks for your help. Individual photos will be taken in November by Tempest.       

Thanks to James Chow, parent, who took our Primary 1 class photos as the Evening 

News supplement photograph was not possible 

 

14. A few parents were enquiring about tea towels, mugs, etc. Will they be available 

again this year?  
 
Tea towels are on sale. 

 
 

 

 

 


